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CEST Offering mountain and 


hammered dulcimer classes! 


>. ra eS 


Brasstown, North Carolina 


John C. Campbell Folk School 


2007 instructors include: 
Ray Belanger ® Bonnie Carol 
Francis Crismore ¢ Rosy DeVane 
Mark Edelman ¢ Ken Kolodner 
Anne Lough ® Madeline MacNeil 


Explore weeklong and weekend classes year-round in 
craft and art, music, dance, cooking, writing, photography, 
storytelling, gardening, and nature studies. Both novice 


and advanced students will find that John C. Campbell _ Gladys Nielsen © Jeff Sebens 
oll School off-rs a. special envigggment Sulla a iaawae it: Betty N. Smith « Bill Taylor 
: Join us for 
\ 3 Dulcimer Celebration Week 


—— July 22-28, 2007 
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To request a free course catalog or register for a class} Make your own mountain 


call 1-800-FOLK-SCH or visit www.folkschool.org eg eunlutie Anaad 
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Christmas 


* Technical Exercises 


Visit our website fora 
: ees ee Dealer near you... 

cos Mace aeiekis WMae www.rthum.com 
+ Chord Patterns 


* Music Theory Made Easy 636-376-THUM 
(8 486) 


MarkAlanWade.com 


Online samples and complete details PLUS secure & convenient online ordering 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 
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READER RESPONSE 


TALES AND TRADITIONS 
Swedish Folk Zithers - Ralph Lee Smith 


| TECHNICAL DULCIMER 


| Computer Aided Learning - Mark Alan Wade 
Hammered Dulcimer Notes - Steve Schneider 
The Mode Map - Steve Phillips 
Dorian Mode - Karen Ashbrook 
Restoration - Dan Landrum & Russ Richter 


REVIEWS 

Reviewing the Reviewer - Norma Mahood 
Music Reviews - Neal Walters 

Quick Picks - Neal Walters 


COMMUNITY 

Nutmeg Festival - Sam Edelston 

Across the Generations - Carolyn Turnbull 
Dulcimer Builders - Lou Beasley 


SHEET MUSIC 
Sally in the Garden - arr. Neal Walters 


Give Me Your Hand - arr, Maggie Sansone ane ee 
The Water is Wide - arr. Lee Cagle 
Finding Music on the Web - Chuck Boody 
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Dear Readers, 


There’s a common marketing 
statement that says, “Perception 
is reality” Under this concept 
you can be persuaded to buy 


Pg a certain brand of toothpaste 


because you perceive yourself 
being as happy and good- 
looking as the person in the ad. 
They hope we won't really think 
this through, because we all 
know the toothpaste won't result 
in the happiness you see on TV. 


Perception is reality only for 
people who think big thoughts 
without doing the hard work 
necessary to reach big goals. 


Angie and | are project people. 
In our short 22 years of marriage 
we've built three houses and 
extensively remodeled a couple 
more. At some step in each 
project I'd find our perception 
challenged by the reality of the 
moment and have to figure out 
the most logical way to proceed. 
Our perception (vision) of 

what we actually intended to 
accomplish had to be modified. 


Our house building days are 
behind us now, but our passion 
for projects lives on with our 
new responsibility to the readers 
of Dulcimer Players News. 


Editors Desk 


The task at hand raises familiar 
questions: What tools should 
we use? What will be the 
purpose of each room? Can we 
afford to make it larger, and if so 
can we afford the maintenance? 
What colors should we use? Can 
we afford higher quality building 
materials? The list goes on. 


Our first DPN issue was a crash 
course in magazine production. 
We added a few rooms and 
remodeled just about every page. 
Some of our design ideas worked 
better than others and we went 
to press about two weeks later 
than planned. I’ll confess now 
that I was uncertain whether 
we'd be able to pull off the 
logistics and added expense of 
including a CD in the last issue 
but everyone worked together 
and made it happen. Our vision 
is now to keep the sampler 

CD as a regular bonus to DPN 
subscribers. 


Please support the artists on the 
CD by purchasing their music 
and attending festivals. 


Reader response to the February 
issue was overwhelmingly 
positive and it was exciting to 
see so many letters and emails 
begin with the single word 


We heard from quite a few 
people who felt the upgrade to 
glossy paper combined with grey 
background images in some of 
the stories made them harder 

to read. We agree. It was one 

of those things that we couldn't 
really discern until we had the 
magazine in our hands. 


One of the advantages of glossy 
paper is that ink doesn’t ‘bleed’ 
as much, rendering sharper text 
and photographs. The 
disadvantage is too much glare 
in bright light. The paper you 
have in your hands now should 
yield the best of both worlds. It’s 
a higher-quality paper called 
Corniche, which has a satin 
finish and is acid-free. Acid-free 
paper doesn’t yellow as easily as 
lesser-grade paper. Please let us 
know what you think. 


PRINTED WITH 
zy SOY INK). 


For the environmentally 


conscious among us we’re proud 
to announce that the lowa 
Soybean Association has 
approved the ink we use as 
containing 20% or greater 
soybean content. 


Thank you to the writers and 
editors who make Dulcimer 
Players News great! 


Reader Response 


| eep up the good work. I 
ete like the articles 
about performing as I need 
some hints and encouragement 
to make this more comfortable 
for me. I hope to attend a week 
long workshop this summer 
for the first time which should 
be great fun and boost my 


some needs more help. The use 
of color makes the issue more 
attractive and the location of all 
of the “new” items (Neal’s col.) 
close together makes it easier to 
find new items of interest. 


two 
suggestions as you fine tune 


However, we _ have 


whole list with the chance of 
missing what we are looking for. 
JS. 


[Great suggestions. See the 
Editor’s Desk on page 1 and the 
new Festival Listing on page 60] 


The “new” magazine is very good - different from Maddie’ good work, 


but different - as it should be. 


confidence, I hope. Meanwhile, 
I am having fun strumming and 
picking away!!! N.S. 


| hes sitting here listening to 
the CD! It is delightful; what 
a treat on such a cold & snowy 
winter’s day! The magazine is so 
professional with high quality 
print, paper, and photos. -C. T 


We You sure have 
changed the appearance 


of DPN. Some of it is great and 


We Welcome Your Feedback 


Address correspondence to: 
Letters 
Dulcimer Players News 
P.O. Box 278 


Signal Mountain, TN 37377 


or email us at letters@dpnews.com. 
Published letters may be edited for space 
and clarity. 


the new DPN. First is the use 
of excess color. Specifically the 
use of so many shades of gray 
and multiple tones with text 
overlays. The darker shades and 
the variegated shades make the 
text difficult to read. Try to keep 
the shades lighter, with only one 
color tone or maybe (better yet) 
keep the design elements away 
from under the text. Perhaps, if 
you really want to keep both the 
darker shades and variegated 
design shades under the text 
you could find a font that would 
make the text easier to read. 


econdly, we, for one, and 

maybe lots of others, seek 
out events (festivals, etc.) by 
location not date. Please try to 
arrange the events by geography 
(alphabetical by state?) or at the 
very least use an emphatic type 
face on the city and state so we 
don’t have to plow through the 


G REAT Issue! Youhave done 
a fabulous job on the old 
girl. I love the bigger magazine, 
more articles in proportion to 
the ads, everything about it. 
The CD was a wonderful bonus. 
Now of course, here is my two 
cents worth. Are you planning 
on posting a tune or two off the 
CD per issue? G.S. 


[Yes, see Editor’s Note, page 40] 


he Feb. DPN arrived in the 

mail late yesterday and I 
sat down and read it cover to 
cover—what a treat! From the 
fabulous cover through luthiers 
and quick-picks and Steve 
Schneider’s neat article (and 
everything in between), to the 
great CD, I am delighted with 
this DPN. Congratulations on 
your ‘first’ edition and keep up 
the good work! -L. H. 
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Steve Eulberg’s 
Newest Recording & Book 
25 years of original songs and 
tunes for both kinds of dulcimer 


Letters 


isssue! Loved the addition 
of the CD. -/. E. 


( ee on a great 


b Ge wonderful sampler CD 
is playing on my PC as I 
write this email. The changes to 
DPN are somewhat startling to 
someone who’s subscribed since 
the mid-80’s—I have copies 
of all issues ever published! 
But what you've done is really 
quite wonderful, and a fitting 


The February issue of DPN is 
mostly great. There are lots 
of novel additions to what has 
been a very good magazine. I 
particularly have enjoyed the 
CD; thanks! 


\ X Thoa!! I always anticipate 
the DPN arriving and 

get so excited just reading it. 

When I received my DPN last 


week I couldn't even open 
it because I was looking for 


Thank you for giving the dulcimer 
community a shining star! It 
was wonderful, it is now stupendous! 


Mountain Dulcimer Orchestra 
Arrangements by Ken Bloom 


4 Dulcimer 
parts in each 
arrangement! 


Golden Slippers, 
Mon! 


Simple Gifts 


Tango de Cuevas 
as debuted at Cullowhee! 


Dulcimer-Friendly Worship 


BN ening Prayer 


www.ow!lmntnmusic.com 


CAN (970)472-1352 
“t+ OWL + 1281 E. Magnolia, Unit D #188 


MOUNTAIN — Fort Collins, CO 80524 
MUSIC, INC. 
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tribute to Maddie’s many years 
of publishing a great magazine. 
I'll continue to look forward the 
every issue. -C. B. 


ies “new” magazine is 
very good—different 
from Maddie’s good work but 
different—as it should be. I 
hope that Ralph Lee Smith will 
write occasional columns even 
though he is no longer listed on 
the masthead. And I hope that 
Maddie will write an occasional 
column in addition to her 
performing and teaching. 


istening to the included 

disc gave me the feeling of a 
summer dulcimer festival. Great! 
And [had just finished shoveling 
snow from the driveway! -E. T. 


he look and the feel of 

the new DPN bring the 
magazine up multiple notches. 
Thank you for giving the 
dulcimer community a shining 
star! It was wonderful, it is now 
stupendous! -C. C. 


everyone I knew on the cover. 


he magazine and CD were 

great. Whata great idea. I’ve 
already read it three times and 
find something I’ve missed each 
time. You did an outstanding 
job! -L. O. 

OW! I just finished 
reading the February 

issue of “Dulcimer Players 
News,’ cover to cover, and I 
am really impressed with the 
new look and format. You and 
your staff did a terrific job. It 
was also such a nice surprise to 
receive the sampler music CD, 
which I listened to yesterday, 
and it is really superb! What 
a great idea, and it was so 
wonderful to be able to hear 
the people that were described 
in the magazine. Thank you 
so much for sending it and 
for the great new look. I love 
the full color, the two page 
list of upcoming festivals, etc. 
and all the rest. Ihave been a 
subscriber for at least 7 years, 
and will certainly be continuing. 


“What’s the Dulcimer 
of Your Dreams?” 


Putting all brand loyalties 
and financial considerations 
aside (and probably some laws 
of physics also), my dream 
mountain dulcimer would be 
loud enough to play in a small 
jam (of other instruments) 
without having to beat on it. 
It would have a light and easy 
action. One side would be 
higher than the other, so to 
have a nice comfortable angle 
when in my lap. I’m not one 
for a lot of frets, but an “F” 
would be nice (when in a “D” 
tuning); how about a 4% fret 
instead of the 1%? 


Good luck with the DPN, 
-Larry Spencer 


My dream hammered 
dulcimer? That’s easy! I 
would love to have the sound 
and beauty of my Jerry Read 
Smith (3% Octave Chromatic) 
combined with the feature of 
staying in tune like my James 
Jones (3/13/12). I would like 
this dream instrument to 
weigh less than 12 pounds. 
And since Iam dreaming 

I would love a hard case 

with wheels that could be 
regulation checked baggage... 
a nice HD suitcase. 

-Gail Raymaker 


MEL BAY 


PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Absolutely the Best! 
eating Madeline MacNeil 


* Note locations on the fretboard for both 
DAA and DAD tunings, and a comparison 
of DAA and DAD. 

¢ Diagrams of typical dulcimer stringing. 

¢ Explanations of playing tools such as 
noters and picks. 


Wall Chart ¢ MB20624 °$6.95 
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¢ A detailed picture of the instrument with 
bridges, string courses and notes clearly 
outlined. 

* Locations of all of the notes on the 
sample 16/15 course dulcimer are 
presented both by music and in text. 


Wall Chart * MB20625 °$6.95 


Charts are 24” x 35” and printed on premium 


enamel stock -- coated for durability. 


Please add shipping and handling: 
$6.00 for 1 item. $1.00 each additional item. 


PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
#4 Industrial Drive * Pacific, MO 63069 
1-800-8-MEL BAY (1-800-863-5229) 
FAX (636) 257-5062 
ONLINE CATALOG at www.melbay.com 


- ONLINE ORDERING - 
www.bDaysidepress.com 


NEW FROM 
DEBBIE PORTER! 
WWwWwW.DEBBIEPORTER.NET 
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DULCIMERS FOR DAVID 


A 54 minute collection of great 
dulcimer music played by friends 
of David Schnaufer including 
several previously unreleased 
cuts by David himself. 


$15 +S/H 


100% OF THE PROCEEDS WILL 
BE USED TO BUY DULCIMERS 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE! 


Carter Family Tunes 


CARTER FAMILY TUNES 
for Fretted Dulcimer 
12 Favorite Carter Family Tunes 
(Tablature and CD) 
$20 +S/H 


Deb’s popular Teaching Videos and Tablature, 
Beginning Level and intermediate “Building 
Your Repertoire” now both available in DVD. 
90 Minutes, “Bird’s Eye View? Real Jam 
session on each. 


Lyric’s Mama Music 


Box 267, Pittsburg, TX 75686 
(877) 856-2714 toll free. Order through website and 
pay by PayPal using credit card. Checks accepted. 


(Texas residents include 8.25% sales tax.) 
(Most orders $5.00 for Priority Shipping) 
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The photo to the left provides a vivid re- 
minder of the presence in the United States 
of many types of Northern European fretted 
zithers in addition to the scheitholt. 


The picture is from a flyer which read: 


Beatrice Hole of Eden Prairie plays a rare 
one-stringed musical instrument called the 
“Psalmodikon’ This instrument originated 
in the Scandinavian countries about 1820 
and was used by small church groups and 
schools to lead in singing. 


Beatrice is proud of her Norwegian heri- 
tage and enjoys telling about her customs 
at many public functions, keeping alive the 
traditions of our Scandinavian culture. 


I we know less than we would like to know 
about the fretted dulcimer, and less still about 
the scheitholt, we are somewhere near the 
beginning in gathering information about these 
other instruments. I hope that Beatrice Hole’s 
flyer will get us all going! 


I cannot remember how the flyer entered my 
files, and I do not know how old it is. For sure, 
it is not recent. A call to a phone number on 
the flyer produced a message that the number 
was disconnected. I will persevere in efforts to 
locate Beatrice, and will report in this column 
on any success that I have. 


Norwegian and Swedish Heritages 


The flyer indicates that the “psalmodikon” she 
is playing is part of her Norwegian heritage. 
This type of instrument apparently has a tradi- 
tion in both Norway and Sweden, especially 

in the latter country. The other two images on 
this page are of a Swedish instrument called a 
“salamonicum,’ owned by Richard Matteson, 


a retired University professor of College Park, 
Maryland. Like Beatrice’s psalmodikon, it has 
one string only. Beatrice’s instrument, which 
is probably of recent construction, has musical 
instrument frets. Richard’s salamonicum has 
wooden frets, formed by a series of peaks and 
valleys cut into the fretboard. There is a single 
tuning peg at the foot. 


Richard’s instrument, which dates to about 
the 1840s, comes from Bishop Hill Colony in 
Illinois, which was established by 
Swedish immigrants in 

the mid-1840s. Richard’s 
grandfather, Franklin Lewis 


Matteson, born in Swe- hig “he 


den about 1844, came 
to Bishop Hill with his 
family when he was 
about 10 years old. Frank- 
lin’s son, Maurice Matteson, a 
musician and folklorist, became 
Chairman of the Music Department 
of the University of South Carolina. 
He made a number of visits to Bishop 
Hill, and in 1943, Jonas Bergren, a resident of 
Bishop Hill and a musical instrument collector, 
gave the salamonicum to Maurice. From Mau- 
rice, it passed to his son, Richard. Additional 
information about this instrument will appear in 
a future DPN column. 


News From Delaware 


The picture on the next page was sent to me by 
Bob Scott of Wilmington, Delaware, along with 
a copy of the March 2000 issue of the Newslet- 
ter of the New Sweden Centre, Kalmar Nyckel 
Museum Institute, in Wilmington. New Sweden, 
on the Delaware River, was the site of the first 
Swedish settlement in America. Bob marked 


an article entitled, “Early Colonial Musical Instrument, 
‘Psalmodium; is donated to N.S. Centre.’ The text reads, 


“In the early churches of New Sweden, there was no pi- 
ano or organ to sing hymns. The colonists were quite 
original and crafted a musical instrument that became 
known as a ‘psalmodium? Such a musical type is not 
known today in Sweden, according to the nyckelharpa 
world champion, Peter Hedlund, from the Swedish Acad- 
emy of Music in Stockholm. N.S.C. Director, Christina 
Lassen, who is a descendant of the colony, has donated a 
family-owned psalmodium to our collections. More like 
a dulcimer than a nyckelharpa, it is rectangular with five 
catgut strings over a curved sounding board. Don Cal- 
lender has restored it, and Curator Mackenzie is making 
five reproduction pegs; only one survived as it passed 
down over time” 
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This picture shows the instrument with “trial reproduc- 
tion bridge and pegs” installed, with two tuning pegs at 
one end and three at the other. The single remaining old 
peg is lying next to the ruler, and the light color of the tri- 
al bridge clearly shows the curvature of the instrument’s 
top. The instrument is not fretted. 


Bob writes, “After this article [in the Newsletter] went 

to press, Mr. Mackenzie got a newsletter from a Swed- 
ish culture group in the Southwest with pictures of three 
‘psalmodikons’ (if 1 remember their Swedish spelling). 
Two of them had only one string, and that was fretted. 
The picture of the third was indistinct; it apparently had 
several strings, some fretted, and horizontal tuning pegs’ 


To top it off, I recently exchanged emails with Nils 
Caspersson, an American of Swedish descent, who has 
seen instruments in Swedish museums that strongly 
resemble a scheitholt/dulcimer in my collection from the 
Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. Nils believes that the dul- 
cimer may have developed, not from the scheitholt, but 
from Swedish fretted zithers. I replied that I don’t think 
so, because of the simultaneous presence of scheitholts 
and early dulcimers along the long trail of migration 
from Pennsylvania to the old frontier, and the presence of 
scheitholt-style features on many old dulcimers. But, as I 
also said to him, there may be something Swedish in the 
stew somewhere! 


We have plenty to learn. 


Vellowbanks Dulcimer 


Owensboro, Kentucky 
English Park 
June 1 & 2, 2007 


Don't Miss: 
Russell Cook 

Steve Seifert, Joe Collins 
Sweet Sons String Band 


Concerts, Workshops, Vendors, 
Crafts, Food, Limited R.V. Parking 
Host Motel is Sleep Inn for Special Rates 
phone 270 691-6200 
Produced in Cooperation with the Owensboro-Daviess County Tourist Commission 
For More Information: = 
(270) 684-1631 
yellowbanks@bellsouth.net 


Thelma Newman 
113 Mason Woods Ln. 
Owensboro, Ky. 42303 


cradle You, Mo 
untain 
Dulcimer in The Best 


Designed and Made 
by Dulcimer Players 
for Dulcimer Players 


THISTLEDEW ACRES 


Lee and Doug Feit 
P.O. Box 134 
Marengo, OH 43334 
419-864-1736 


leefelt@bright.net 


Nylon Cordura ® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 
www.dulcimerbaglady.com 
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8th Annual 


WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER WEEK 


June 24-29, 2007, Cullowhee, North Carolina 


Vacation with us in the mountains 
and take giant steps in your playing! 


With its roots back to the 1970s at the dulcimer weeks presented 
in Boone, NC, Western Carolina University Mountain Dulcimer 
Week continues to pioneer exciting mountain dulcimer music and 
in-depth classes for all levels of dulcimer players. WCU’s scenic 
mountain campus features outstanding modern facilities, and our 
tuition/housing/meals package offers unequaled value to mountain 
dulcimer players. 


2007 Performer-Teachers: 
Paul Andry « Linda Brockinton « Larry Conger « Karen Mueller ¢ Bill Taylor 
Mark Gilston * Don Pedi ¢ Norris Bennett « Alan Freeman « Kenneth Bloom 
Aaron O’Rourke « Susan Boyer-Haley * Lois Hornbostel « Phyllis Gaskins 
Betty Smith * Anne Lough ¢ John Huron ¢ Terry Lewis ¢ Steven K. Smith 
Joel Paul ¢ Sarah Borders * Mike Anderson « Drew Andrews ¢ Will Peebles 
Joe Shelton ¢ Jim Gaskins *« Doc & Jean Russell ¢ Flora MacDonald Gammon 


2007 Features: 
* Choose from any of the following 11-hr. morning courses with a master teacher: 
e Advanced Playing Skills, with Karen Mueller 
e Intermediate-into-Advanced Playing Skills, with Larry Conger 
¢ Intermediate Playing Skills, with Bill Taylor 
¢ Intermediate Repertoire, with Paul Andry 
© Novice Playing Skills, with Linda Brockinton 
¢ Beginner-into-Novice Playing Skills, with Anne Lough 
¢ Beginner Playing Skills, with Betty Smith 
© Novice thru Advanced “Traditional Music” course (back by popular demand with new repertoire!) 
with Don Pedi, Phyllis Gaskins, Norris Bennett and Susan Boyer-Haley 
¢ All-skills “Ensembles” course (includes bowed dulcimers) with Kenneth Bloom 
¢ Dulcimer Building course with John Huron & Homer Phillips 
* Choose from many teachers and 60 hours of 2-hr. Repertoire & Style afternoon elective classes. 
* Over 30 Jam Sessions (on 3 skill levels) led by staff. Plus lots of spontaneous jams. 
* Staff Concerts ® Participants’ Open Stage ¢ Dulcimer Marketplace ¢ Dulcimer Doctor ® 
Free “loaner” dulcimers ® Free on-campus shuttle buses © Some scholarships available. 


To Register: 

Our catalog/registration form is mailed in February. To be on the mailing list contact wr 

Bobby Hensley, Educational Outreach, Western Carolina University, 138 Camp 

Building, Cullowhee, NC 28723, or e-mail Hensley@email.wcu.edu.For curriculum 

details and staffing contact Lois Hornbostel, P. O. Box 907, Bryson City, NC 28713, or E STE R N 

e-mail Loisdulc@verizon.net. Online registration at our website, http://edoutreach.wcu. CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 

edu/dulcimer after catalog mailing. . . 
Registrations Close June 15, 2007 


Western Carolina University is one of the sixteen senior institutions of the University of North Carolina and an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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.. like inadequate aural skills (inability to play by computer lab for thirty minutes in addition to their 


ear), confusion over music theory, flawed technique, _ traditional one-on-one lesson with me. 
and musical illiteracy. As a private teacher, I am 


faced with the seemingly insurmountable task of The results have been outstanding! 

filling all these holes with knowledge and skills in 

only 30 minutes a week! Literacy has improved. Aural skills are up. Student 
retention is higher because learning the most 

It takes a careful balance of all these important difficult areas of ear-training, literacy, and music 

ingredients to produce a well-rounded musician. To _ theory are fun, allowing me to focus more on 

improve the balancing act in my teaching, I began musicality and technique in one-on-one sessions. 

using various software programs to enhance whatI _‘ The transformation that I see and hear in my 

was already doing. Now each student works in my students has been so exciting that 


I am eager to share it with the 
dulcimer community. 

STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 
Beautiful Design and Craftsmanship As I said, lam no computer expert. 
Choice Appalachian Hardwoods These programs are simple to use, easy to 
install, and for the most part, inexpensive. 


Shell Decoration Option 


Clear Mellow Toney 


In general, a cheap pair of headphones or computer 
Easy to Play a speakers is all you need to get started. Laptop 

Low Action : computers are great because of their portability. 
Customize hp Whether you are working with a private teacher 

_ or on your own, integrating these programs will 
augment your progress in music. 


Ear-Training 101 
Piano Lessons Unlimited (Mac/Win) 
www.pianolessonsunlimited.com 


Free download or $9.95 full version 


Appalachian Dulcimers Summary: This program is great for improving “relative” 


by Keith Young pitch, or simply put: your ability to hear the distances 
www.ApplachianDulcimers.com from one note to the next. This important skill is critical 
Write For a Free Brochure “J: we ‘ 
FIR acre Gena for the ability to play by ear. In fact, i is so important 
Phone 703-941-1071 that universities require all music majors to take courses 
email: keith@applachiandulcimers.com in aural skills, much in the format of this free “game.” 
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The layout for Ear-Training 101 is 

a piano keyboard. This helps give 
visual cues as pitches are laid out 
from low to high. Your job is to 

click on the note of the keyboard of 
unknown notes after the game gives 
you the first note. There are 22 levels 
in the full version. An added bonus 
in this game is the chord mode, 
where the two pitches are played 
simultaneously and the highest pitch 
is marked with a “1” Your task is to 
hear and select the lower pitch. 


I use this with my students for the 
first five minutes of their computer 
time. Although it is an integral 

part of their music education, it is 
best used in short doses. It helps 

to record your scores, levels and 
dates to watch as your scores go 

up. Everyone can improve in this 
area, and this game is a great way to 
systematically develop your ears. 


Band-in-a-Box 


PG Music (Mac/Win) 
www.band-in-a-box.com 
$99 


Summary: Of all the programs 
mentioned, this one is the only one 
to address ensemble skills - the abil- 
ity to play in a group. As the name 
suggests, this program is a software- 
based “band” accompaniment tool. 
Simply fill the blank measures with 
the chord changes, select your tem- 
po and number of repeats and you 
are ready to play! Don’t know your 
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In Band-in-a-Box, you fill in the chord 
changes, pick a musical style and play 
along with the band. 


KITCHEN MUSICAN® cds 


OCEANS SO CREEN 


Music from Ireland in Colonial America Popular Music of the Revolutionary Era 


Sara & Maynard Johnson with Rogue's Consort 
Hammered Dulcimer, Harp, Fiddles, Recorders, Harpsichord, Cittern, etc. 


§15,00 plus $1.00 each S&H 
Sara Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, Cincinnati OH 45215 


Kitchen Musician® Books - over 40,000 sold 
18 Tunebooks, 2 Dulcimer Tutors, 3 Scottish Fiddle collectioms 
Write, check the website or call 513 761 7585 for more information 


http://www.kitchenmusician.net/ 


Available at www.SusanTrump.com 


Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer Volumes One & Two 
Solo and Ensemble [nastrumental 
Selections by 35 of the finest 
players in the country. 


“The Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer 
Series is the best dulcimer showcase 
that’s ever been done!" David Schnaufer 


Live at — = a 
CaffeLenn ES Saw “SlISan 


‘Trump 
Songs of Faith 
and Hope CD: 
A real feel good 
collection to brighten 
Susan's anyone's day 


Tablature Books 


What the Hill | Ara : For Festival 

People Say |= = Bookings & Orders: 
A Classical Novice Level Chords Susan Trump 
Collection and Fingering with PO Box 313, 


Instructional CD 
(S10 + S/H) ogis sip) Newtonville, NY 12128 


All CDs:$15 Add $2 S/H S#8aatrump@aol.com 


C by 
DBS” 11 


chords? You can easily get them from your favorite fake book. 
The real beauty of this program is its flexibility in styles. With- 
out re-entering your chords, you can switch your “band” from 
bluegrass to Texas swing, to folk guitars, to waltzes, to funk, rock 
and R&B. The basic styles that come with it are perfect for most 
needs, but additional “style packs” are available for an additional 
charge; i.e., “Bluegrass Style Pack” 


Choosing Band-in-a-Box styles can be the most difficult step, 
but simple trial and error will help you find the style you want. 
Fortunately, the styles are divided into groups for easy selection. 


Band-in-a-Box operates much like a CD player. When you press 
play, it taps out two bars so you know when to jump in. My stu- 
dents learn one song per month on their own and get together 
once every quarter to jam. Most students have this program now 
and I send them the files to whatever tunes we are working on. 


This program is also great if your computer is not close to your 
dulcimer because you can burn your accompaniments to a CD. 
Then you can play them on your home stereo, your CD player or 
iPod. 


After mentioning the overwhelming pros of this program, I 
should mention that it isn’t as user-friendly as the other pro- 
grams. Frankly, the user interface layout is ugly and somewhat 
clumsy. The 200-page or so user manual is quite intimidating. 
Another item of confusion is the two platforms’ differing version 


Tull Glazener, Stephen Seifert 
Lee Rowe, Janice Walrath 

19 Mountain dulcimer instrumentals 

Traditional, Tin Pan Alley, 
Patriotic, Swing, Country, & 
Popular Tunes 
For your copy, send check or money order 
for $17.00 (includes shipping) 


to: John Sackenheim 
P. O. Box 220 
Okeana, Ohio 45053 


www.johnsackenheim.com 
sack@eos.net 


YES! You CAN play it in a jam! 
Dust off that baritone and play in 
D just by retuning one string! 

Thirty-one jam tunes plus five 
Christmas tunes to play in the key 
of D on the baritone dulcimer. 
Standard notation with chords 
and three line tablature in 
ADA tuning. 


4 Mee \4/ M 
AF ee | 
wy Shety, £V 0, on 
J Steven, 
$21.50 post paid 
Ohio Residents please add 6.5% 15 


MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED 
www.shelleystevens.com SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING 


Joun Sackennerm {1's Agout lima 


5° 'e’.. «A 


send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 643 E. Euclid Ave. Springfield, OH 45505 


7s 
e 
937-323-7864 res Shelley @shelleystevens.com 
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names: Version 12 for OS X, and 2007 for Windows. The 
program is capable of doing much, much more than I 
describe here, but for the most part, the average user will 
not need to get into all that. Every day fiddle tunes, for 
example, are a cinch. 


Music Ace Deluxe 


Harmonic Vision (Mac/Win) 
www.harmonicvision.com 
$79.95 


Summary: This program is a comprehensive curriculum 
for the basics of music. It has lessons and games for all 
aspects of musicianship: tempo, steady beat, counting 
rhythms, notes, symbols, terms, ear-training, key sig- 
natures, time signatures, chords, etc. It definitely has an 


Ozark Folk Center 


2007 Dulcimer 
Workshops 


July 23-26, 2007 
Mountain Dulcimer Workshops 
Workshops in Mountain Dulcimer for all levels of students. 


August 6-9, 2007 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshops 
Workshops in Hammered Dulcimer for all levels of students. 


Acclaimed dulcimer artists will provide instruction. 


Class sizes are limited, so register 


early for best selection. mHEOQZARK 


Call 870-269-3851 or log onto FOLK 
www.ozarkfolkcenter.com for CENTER 


registration information. You could learn a lot. 


emphasis on helping a rank beginner learn to read music, 
but it also has excellent lessons and games for aural 

skills and rhythm. This course assumes you know noth- 
ing about reading music and very thoroughly takes you 
through 48 lessons and games. Each lesson presents new 
ideas and engages students in review exercises. Following 
each lesson, the student practices and applies each new 
concept in clever exercises and activities. 


The Ozark Folk Center State Park 
P.O. Box 500, Dept.DPN | Mountain View, AR 72560 
870-269-3851 | 1-800-264-3655 (V/TT) | www.ozarkfolkcenter.com 
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MY TEACHING BOOK * 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 


warning: 1 do whatever 
my dulcimer tells me... 


* 
MY TEACHING BOOK in 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 


CD FOR VOL. 1 $12.00 
(The books | teach from at the * 
universities.) 


«New! Simply Duets! $20.00** 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 


Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 


Tell the world about your passion 
with dulcimer apparel from 
www.DulcimerStuff.com 


T-Shirts, Bags, All designs ©2006 
Dulcirner Stuff, Inc 
Buttons & Coffee Mugs 7 Al Rights Reserved 
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Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 6% sales tax. 
Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 
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Music Ace Deluxe is especially great for children be- 
cause of the fun nature in which the information is 
presented and reviewed. It is also great for adults because 
of the thoroughness of the content, even if it is a little 
playful in its delivery. 


Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory 


Alfred (Mac/Win) 
www.alfred.com 
$59.95 


Summary: Similar in content to Music Ace Deluxe, this 
program (Student Version 2.0) also assumes the student 
does not (yet) read music in its opening lessons. It very 
methodically takes the student through lessons using 
narration, animated examples and clickable elements for 
aural reinforcement. It also includes randomized exer- 
cises, ear training and review answers. 


Alfred’s has a little less “song and dance” than Music 
Ace, and many of my adult students prefer working with 
it, even though the content is much the same. Either pro- 
gram has plenty to offer both young and old. 


First Silence /; 
fy 

Then Joy 

And then 


Finale Notepad 


Finale (Mac/Win) 
www.finalemusic.com/notepad 
Free download 


Summary: Music is perhaps the only language that stu- 
dents are too often taught to read and not write. One of 
the best ways to learn to read music is to practice writing 
it. This program allows you to do that at no cost. With 
this free program, transcribing music into printable stan- 
dard notation is as easy as clicking on the kind of note 
you want and clicking on the staff of the pitch you want. 
Playback is as easy as using a CD player. 


As a teaching tool, I use this program with my students 
by giving them a simple melody to play by ear every week, 
like Amazing Grace. Their task is not only to play it, but 
to write the letter names of the notes they play above the 
lyrics. When they come back the following week, I check 
their letter names, and the next week’s assignment is to 
enter it into standard notation using Finale Notepad. 
This is enormously successful as ear-training, reading, 
writing and music theory all go hand in hand. Students 
can email me their work if they get stuck, and after sev- 
eral lessons, they build a portfolio of their compositions. 


The 26" 


Northeast Dulcimer 


Symposium 
23-29 June, 2007 


_ Blue Mountain Lake, New York 


Joellen Lapidus Maggie Sansone 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Andrea Hoag 


h 


For more information, contact the Director, Northeast Dulcimer Symposium, Post Office Box358, Annapolis 
Junction, Maryland 20701-0358. Email: NDS_Director@nedulcimer.org Web: http/Avww.nedulcimer.org 
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Hammered Dulcimer 


Ken Lovelett 
Percussion 


Dwain Wilder 


Mountain Dulcimer Building 


Fiddle 


Seven Days of Classes, Concerts, Jams, and Fun 
on the Shores of the Adirondack’s Loveliest Lake. 


This program is great for everyday use too. You can write 
out your own songs, add lyrics and chord changes, and 
play back to check your work. It’s great to make handouts 
for workshops, or to share your version of a tune with a 


group. 


Learning Finale Notepad will also give you a good start 
toward understanding the full version, Finale. 


Finale 


Finale (Mac/Win) 
www.finalemusic.com 
$499—theological and student discounts available 


Summary: This is the parent program to the free Finale 
Notepad. It is a massive program in cost, functional- 

ity, and hardware requirements (needing 1 GB of RAM, 
minimum). This is one of two programs used by profes- 
sional composers and arrangers. I have used it since the 
late ’90s and it is easy for me to forget how complex the 
learning curve is for beginners. Because it is so thorough, 


it takes a long time to really get a grasp on all the features. 


That said, you can do some amazing time-saving tricks 


If you you missed us in April at the 
Rebel Festival and Dulcimer Championships 


Come see us at: 


e Pleasantville, IA May 25 - 29 

e ODPC Dulcimer Funfest in Evart, MI July 19-21 
e Heritage Dulcimer Camp in KC, MO July 22-28 
e Sandpoint ID, Sept. 9 - 14 

e SCDH Festival at Dana Point, CA Sept. 15-16 


Email for details: samfest97@aol.com 


Visit 


Custom 
Arrangments 


Free Music on Website | 
E - Lessons 


Dulcimers & 
Accessories 


Ask about 
“My Dulcimer Circle” 


STH ANNUAL 
BLUE RIVER 
FOLK MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 


SHELBYVILLE, INDIANA 
MAY 19, 2007 


KEN KOLODNER ” LOIS HORNBOSTEL 
LORINDA JONES > BRUCE ADAIR 


a 


FOR DETAILS CONTACT RENEE MOORE 
317-392-3608 
RENEE@BLUERIVERFOLKFEST.COM 


CHECK FOR UPDATES AT 
WWW.BLUERIVERFOLKFEST.COM 


SPONSORED BY 
SHELBY ARTS COUNCIL 


roth Annual Ap2peer Potomac 
Fall Dalcimer Fest 


September 14-16, 2007 


At the Historic 
Hilltop House Hotel 
in Harpers Ferry, WV 


Hammered Dulcimer workshops at all levels, 
mixed instrument classes and more. 


Featuring: 

Christie Burns & Butch Ross 
Tina Bergmann & Brian Thomas 
Sam Rizz2etta * Bill Spence * Bob Shank 
Cindy Ribet * Maggie Sansone 
Nick Blanton * Others TBA. 


Celtic Fiddle & Feet 
November 14-16, 2007 
with Ken Kolodner teaching HD, plus classes in fiddle, 


flute, guitar, step dance, French Canadian songs, Irish, 


French Canadian, Scottish, and Cape Breton repertoire! 
Ceili, concerts, and sessions offered in the evenings. 


www.dulcimerfest.org 
email: updf@earthlink.net 


For more information: 
Call: (304) 263-2531 
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Chattanooga Dulcimer Festival] 
(to the tune of Chattanooga Choo Choo) 


evssse evstsce pet | av-srene ee | 


Pardon me boys, 
when is the Chattanooga Festival? 
Don’t they hold it in June? 
Isn’t that coming rea] soon? 


Not this year boys. 
Please don’t hate us for a hiatus. 
We hope this song makes it clear, 
We plan to hold it next year. 


Pe Poems | eacetae eeeeenen tel one 


You see, we bought a magazine we Jove, 
it’s called DPN. 
And now it’s taking al] the time and thought 
that we can pour in. 


A festival] is sure a bonus, 
but this year they’d have to clone us. 
So we’ ]] take a break, we hope you’]] wait, 
and won't disown us. 


Pee CH en eecoael poroe paeane | 
GD Ue Vey bey Re) 


Pardon me boys, 

Do you know when it wil] be next year. 
Of course, the third week in June. 

. . and we’]] be Jearning this tune. 
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with Finale. You can scan a song into your computer 
using your desktop scanner and transfer the scan directly 
into music notation in Finale (with a bit of formatting 

to make it look right on the page). Once in Finale, you 
can personalize the tune with embellishments, add chord 
symbols above for guitar and bass, or add lyrics. 


Using this program, you can print professional music 
documents, and create MIDI files and audio files of your 
music. The playback is amazing as the software uses 
recordings of real musicians (known as sampling); hence, 
the large memory requirement. It even has human play- 
back features which makes it seem like real musicians 
are playing your piece. You can even turn your songs into 
files that you can play along with using Smart Music. 


Smart Music 


Smart Music (Mac/Win) 
www.smartmusic.com 

$9.95 per month or $100 per year 
Student discounts available 


Summary: Smart Music is another software-based 
accompanist program. Unlike Band-In-A-Box where 
the user creates the songs to be played by entering the 
chords, tempo, and style, Smart Music has a library 

of 30,000 published songs (and counting). It is in- 
tended for “classical” instruments in band or orchestra. 
I started using it with my trumpet students; however, 
using the violin series of the Suzuki method, dulcimer 
students can enjoy a treasure of great music with fun 
accompaniments. The “smart” aspect of the titles is that 
your computer’s microphone picks up the sound of the 
student and adjusts when the human performer wants 
to push ahead or pull back in tempo. You can turn this 
feature off if you are working on keeping a steady beat. 
The violin books work so well because dulcimers read the 
same treble clef, do not transpose, and prefer the same 
keys (mostly in A, G and D). 


Mark Wade lives in Columbus, Ohio, where he is finishing his 
Doctorate of Musical Arts degree at Ohio State University, 
and teaches trumpet at Denison University. A National 
Hammered Dulcimer Champion, Mark maintains a private 
studio of 35+ students who include the 2004 National champ, 
David Mahler, and the 2005 & 2006 3" Place winner, Stephen 
Humphries. For more info, see markalanwade.com. 
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Karen Ashbrook & Paul Oorts '|@ 
“dulcimer fireworks abound!” DPN Feb 2007 [ AI 


MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


Sa ates ) with a solid reputation 
elgian, Celtic & Jewis : ; j ° ° ° 

muste horn lve conte iesrds  § built on quality and service 
of Karen, Paul & Ceoltoiri. 
Featuring Paul singing Coming Fall 2007 » —_— 


Accordéon, the French ‘ 
street musician’s ballad! a new instruction DVD 


Includes the Iberian Jig Set for beginning hammered dulcimer filmed at 
on the Winter DPN CD! beautiful Castle Gaasbeek, Belgium. 


Spring Will Come 


¢ Ten models of dulcimers, 
from two to four octaves 


* Five chromatic models, 

including the Piano Dulcimer 

: * Seve dels of lever harp: 

2007 Summer Camps with Karen Ashbrook! sip ca ROAR IA 

Hill Country Acoustic Music Camp, Kerrville, TX. June 27-31 
www.hcamp.org, 830/896-5711 

Catskills Irish Arts Week, East Durham, NY, July 15-21 
www.east-durham.org/irishartsweek, 800/434-FEST 


Augusta Irish Week, Elkins, WV, July 22-27 
www.augustaheritage.com, 800/624-3157 


* Stands, dampers, cases, 
hammers, books, 


and videos 


Contact us for 
free color brochure 


(206) 634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 


Visit www.karenashbrook.com 
mail@karenashbrook.com, 301/592-0101 


Become a Music Practitioner" 


The Music for Healing & Transition Program, Inc.” (MHTP™) 
Offers a lively and transforming course-of-study for musicians, 
music students and vocalists at sites throughout the US, 
leading to certification as a Music Practitioner.” 


MHTP” interns and graduates provide 
live therapeutic music at the bedside 
in hospices, hospitals, nursing homes 
and other healthcare facilities. 


Avid Dulcimer Fan? 


A lot of great music available on... 


www.CDBaby.com 


A. J. Bashore ¢ Jan Hammond ¢ Quintin Stephens 
Atwater-Donnely * Andy Robinson « Trent Wideman 
Robert and Janita Baker « David Schnaufer ¢ Kevin Roth 
Heidi Muller * Doofus * Anna Duff * No Strings Attached 
Mary Z. Cox ¢ Jeff Hames ¢ Mark Gilston * Dan Landrum 
Steve Eulberg * Neal & Coleen Walters * Wayne Erbsen 
Larkin Bryant Cohen ¢ Steven K. Smith * Thomasina 
Jon Kay * and many, many more! 


SUPPORT LOCAL MUSIC! 


www.CDBaby.com www.CDBaby.com www.CDBaby.com 


For a comprehensive brochure and a current 
schedule, please contact: 


The Music for Healing & Transition Program,” 
22 West End Road, Hillsdale, NY 12529 
518-325-5546 / email: mhtp @bcn.net 


Please see our web site for: 


Graduate listings, information on 
Conference CDs and the MHTP™ Video. 


www. mhtp.org Karen Johnson, CMP 
at Portsmouth, NH nursing home 


The Music for Healing & Transition Program” 
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ONITY: NUTMEG FESTIVAL 


by Sam Edelston 


Building a Magical Dulcimer Community for a Day and a Half 


W: held the first Nutmeg Dulcimer Festival in the fall 
of 2004. When our newly assembled team (Britt 
Goodman, Deborah Justice, Steve Miklos, and I) planned it, 
beginning in late 2003, we talked it through in great detail. 


Heidi & John Cerrigione leading the Slow Jam. 


QOD 
-y 


Maggie's Music 


Karen Ashbrook 
Ken Kolodner 
Jody Marshall 
Maggie Sansone 


Pe * rf 7 


www.maggiesmusic.com (410)867-0642 
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While none of us had ever run a folk festival before, we 
all were musicians and had attended many other festivals. 
We drew on our own experiences and the best advice of 
numerous others. 


Underneath it all, as I see it, we aim to create a magical 
dulcimer community for a day and a half. 


D ulcimer players want to get together. Today, at least 
in my part of the country, we’re rare enough that dul- 
cimers create a common bond among us. It’s a great relief 
to be in a place where you can talk to people about dulci- 
mers without having to explain to people what one is. A 
fair percentage of Nutmeg’s attendees drive 100-200 miles 
to get there. (Thank you!) So, they’re predisposed toward 
community. 


Cc. a great program. This is one of my jobs. We 
only have three featured performers a year, so we 
have to choose great ones. I aim to create a workshop 
schedule that will attract both traditional and contempo- 
rary players, of all levels. My biggest challenge is to make 
our Advanced track enticing for players who have “seen 
it all before” In the long run, I hope people will want to 
register because it’s Nutmeg, even before they know who 
the performers will be. 


ake it great for the beginners, because they are 

the future. We have beginner-oriented workshops 
all day, too. It wasn't all-day our first year, and they got 
bored. 


We have workshops on non-dulcimer subjects, too. Sing- 
ing, music theory, guitar, other instruments, formal jams, 
round-robins. This gives players an alternative if a particu- 
lar dulcimer workshop doesn’t appeal to them. It also en- 
courages people to bring their non-dulcimer spouses. 


ke your audience. Observe what’s working and 
what’s not. I look in on the workshops, to count heads 
and read the body language. We do a post-festival survey 
every year, which has given us ways to improve. And we go 
to other festivals, where we are the audience. 


Bennett Hammond on guitar, George Stavis on banjo, 
Dan Landrum on hammered dulcimer, and Robert Force 
on mountain dulcimer in the finale. 


Giss I think this is most evident in our one-on-one 
pre-festival correspondence and conversations with 
people, or if ever something goes wrong at the festival. 
Little things mean a lot. We want things to be right for 
people. It’s hard to fake caring. 


ae opportunities to create magic. I want our at- 
tendees to have great experiences that they couldn't 
have anticipated. That could range from connecting with 
a like-minded musician, to something great happening 
in a workshop or concert. My favorite is to create special 
moments. At Nutmeg 2006, we had two awesome Sat- 
urday night featured artists: Robert Force and Dan Lan- 
drum. At every mountain/hammered dulcimer concert 
I’ve ever attended, the hammered dulcimer has been the 
closer. But in this case, Robert was going to invite a hot 
banjo player to join him for a couple of numbers, and 
then he was going to bring additional people up for his fi- 
nale—“the more, the merrier.’ On a hunch, we decided to 
reverse the traditional order, let Dan wow the audience in 
the first half, and let Robert create a great shared experi- 
ence in the second half. The audience had an amazing 
concert. 


Yo can’t do it alone. It’s too much work. Nutmeg’s 
core team today includes Britt Goodman, Chuck 
Scheffreen, Jacquie Bartlett, John Cuyler, and Steve Mik- 
los. I may be Nutmeg’s public face, but they make a lot of 
things work. We get input from numerous friends within 
the dulcimer and folk community. We have been blessed 
with volunteers who have given their time to make the 
festival run smoothly. 


Our 4th annual Nutmeg Dulcimer Festival will be Friday- 
Saturday, September 28-29, 2007, in Hamden, Connecti- 
cut. We’re working to make our community even bigger 
and more magical this year. 


Sam Edelston is chair of the Nutmeg Dulcimer Festival. www.Nutmeg- 
Dulcimer.com In addition to hammered and mountain dulcimer, he 
plays guitar, banjo, and chess. SamHD@OptOnline.net 


.  . 
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Jeff, an award-winning (willie presents solo performances and also 


selections with his band, “Wi Wood.” These recordings are traditional 


cella. 


American and Celtic songs atiilimusic performed on mountain dulcimer, 
old-time banjo, fiddle, guitat 


7 

NEW RELEASE: — Prettiest Girl in the County 
19 energetic and expressive tracks 
Performed by Jeff and his band, 
Well Strung Wood. Songs Include: 
Prettiest Girl in the County 
Ye Banks and Braes/Gentle Maiden 
Crockett's Honeymoon « Skye Boat Song 
Sarah Armstrong « Shuckin’ the Brush 
Annie Laurie + Sweet Bunch of Daisies 
Young Jane « Jenny Lind Polka 
Dutch Girl/Sandy Boys 


Jory’s Ladder 

18 pleasing and creative 

selections including: 

Before I Met You 

Sal's Got Mud Between Her Toes 

Believe Me, If All Those Endearing Young Charms 
Ned of the Hill « Waltzing on Top of the World 
Rose of Sharon Waltz 

Camp Meeting on the Fourth of July 

Jeff City « Come By the Hills 


To order, send $15 + $2 s/h to: 
Jeff Furman « 120 Conner Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27514 


email: dlcmr@yahoo.com « web: cdbaby.com/furman 


The Sixth Annual 


Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 
Novice through Advanced Classes 


July 22-27, 2007 
arkville, Missouri 


for information contact: 
Sharon Lindenmeyer 
405 Court, Ellsworth, KS 67439 
(785) 472-4285 ¢ slndmyr@carrollsweb.com 


hetp://www.heritagedulcimercamp.org 
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COMMUNITY: MEADVILLE, PA 
by Carolyn Y. Turnbull 


W* End Elementary School harmoniously drifting down the 

is situated in the center of hall from the music room. Is it re- 
40 acres of former dairy pasture ally mountain dulcimers, autoharps, 
fields in rural northwestern Penn- guitars, fiddles, a string bass, a simple 
sylvania. Stepping through one of limberjack and maybe a washboard 


the front glass doors on any late or two | hear? Are those parents and 
Wednesday afternoon, one might grandparents standing in the hall 
hear the sounds of Give Me REALLY MoynrAIn waiting for their youngsters 


the Roses or Morn- vulciMers AyreHAres SUrrArs to finish folk band 
ual A sTRING BAss, A stMele LivigerJAck AWD B iar 
MAYBE T\ wistipoArRy oe Twe tT -HeAR? 


ken 
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really listening and hearing the next generation of young- 
sters playing songs that they once learned in their own 
childhood? 


Serving a population of nearly 500 students, kindergarten 
through sixth grade, West End Elementary opened its doors 
nearly 20 years ago and has constantly enjoyed the support 
of parents, grandparents, extended family and the com- 
munity. Concerts are always “standing room only” with the 
parking lot jammed to capacity and more cars packed along 
both sides of the two blacktop roads leading to the school. 
It’s a well known fact to anybody wanting to attend these 
events, “You have to be there nearly an hour early to get a 
parking space near the school and good seat?’ 


While teaching sixth grade, I would occasionally take my 
mountain dulcimer to school to teach traditional songs 

to the students in my three social studies classes. Cana- 
dian folk songs and simple Latin American tunes became 
integrated within my weekly lessons. From John Canuck 
to Mia Flores, my sixth graders loved to sing and immedi- 
ately showed an interest in “that strange instrument” I was 
playing. “Do you want to try playing it?” I would ask each of 
my classes. With very little need of encouragement, I always 
had more than enough youngsters wanting to volunteer to 
attempt playing while their classmates sang along. 


After traveling to a folk music festival at Clarion Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania and attending a couple classes taught 
by the members of the Canadian group Flapjack, I came 
bouncing back to West End with an abundance of ideas for 
adding even more “spark” to my regular classroom lessons. 
While at this weekend festival, I purchased two of Flap- 
jack’s CDs and began playing the songs for my students as 
they entered social studies class. “Hey! What do you call 
that type of music? It’s neat. Do you know any songs like 
these we can learn to sing?” I had gotten their attention 
without even saying one single word. 


One day, Mrs. Kipp, a music teacher at our school, stopped 
me in the hall at the end of the day. She asked me to con- 
sider teaching dulcimer after school and to assist her in 
forming a folk band for the fifth and sixth graders. Since I 
already played with a small adult group, why not consider 
starting one for the next generation? With that initial con- 
versation, the West End Folk Band was born. 


The following September, the initial practice was scheduled 
and the group met for the first time where they proudly 


quintin stephens 


-explosive stage performer 


edynamic player 


- patient, experienced and 
knowledgeable teacher 


-a cool, blue dulcimer 
-all-around nice guy 


Multi-Album 
Recording _— 


"a Stunning, pyroclastic 
adrenalin rush!" 


If you want all this as 7 
part of your music festival, | > 
contact Quintin at: s 


281-693-5151 - Katy, TX 
QuintinStephens@aol.com 
www.QuintinStephens.com 


Moran 


& Morgan 


Available 
for 
Concerts, 
,& Workshops, 

’ & 
Festivals 


Visit our website for more information: 
WWW.moranandmorgan.com 
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ambassadors for public education as they spread their joy 
of playing traditional American music. 


Parents and students were just as excited about the 
newly formed folk band. Soon I was hearing conversa- 
tions about how “Grandpa plays the banjo and I never 
knew this;” “Did you know my Uncle Pete played with 

a bluegrass band when he was young, Mrs. Turnbull?” 
“My grandma is so excited about me learning to play the 
dulcimer. It’s one of her favorite instruments and I never 
even knew what one was before!” Eleven and twelve-year- 
olds were actually talking to their parents, grandparents, 


(Formerly The Great River Road Festival) 


Shrine of the Lady of the Snows 
Rt 15 - Belleville, Illinois - www.snows.org 
Beginner to Advance Classes in Spacious Rooms 
Evening Concerts * Jam Areas + Vendors 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer 
Fiddle * Autoharp * Guitar * Banjo DuLciMER 


Music 
FESTIVAL 


Alex Usher « Rick Thum ¢ Carol Esch ¢ Princess Harris 
Sweetwater - Shelly, Sheri & Cindy * Katie LaRaye Waldren ¢ Barb Ernst 
Aubrey Atwater & Elwood Donnelly « Jack & Mary Geiger 
The Gateway Dulcimer Society invites you to attend our festival located on 200 beautifully landscaped acres with 
the St Louis Skyline & Gateway Arch visible in the distance. Open jams start Thursday evening - Festival ends Sunday 
morning after Hymn Sing. Classes, Vendors, Motels, Restaurants, Camping & Directions will be posted at our website: 


www.gatewaydulcimer.org or email: hargus65@hometel.com Phone: 618-651-8271 for festival information. 
Restaurant and Hotel on site with more choices nearby! Shrine Hotel: 800-682-2879 


August 17-19, 2007 i 
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and extended family about what was 
happening in school! How rewarding 
for any teacher to know students are 
actively sharing what is happening at 
school with anybody who will listen. 


Mrs. Kipp, along with the support 

of our very encouraging principal, 
Mr. John Karns, applied for grants to 
purchase two dulcimers, two more 
were purchased the following year by 
parents. We bought our dulcimers 
from Don Gardner, a dedicated Ohio 
builder who generously supported 
our efforts since the instruments 


were for school use. 


Following 
two addi- 
tional work- 
shops with 
Tull Glazener 
and Guy George, 

I was able to bring 
back even more 
ideas and techniques 
to immediately share 
with The Folksies. 


I’m continually amazed at 
how quickly the youngsters 
are able to learn traditional 
songs which take so long for me to 
master. Their little nimble fingers just 
glide across the strings with little or 
no effort while their faces exhibit true 
delight in their accomplishments. 


You might wonder what the favorite 
songs are of the youngsters (who may 
be accustomed to listening to rock 
on their iPods). You Are My Sunshine 
tops the chart since “My grandma 
always sings that to me” or “You 
should have seen my Dad’s face when 
I began singing this song at home last 
week.’ Of course, Bile Them Cabbage 
Down is a sing-along favorite along 
with Wildwood Flower and Old Joe 


Clark. 
While grocery shopping last week, a 
father of one of my dulcimer players 
stopped me and shared the following 
little story. “Have you heard from our 
Billie Jo over the holidays?” he asked. 
Without waiting for my response, 
he continued, “She’s so excited. She 
was given a homemade dulcimer for 
Christmas by an older gentleman in 
our family” At first I didn’t recognize 
the younger man, but with the men- 
tion of his daughter’s name I was able 
to place his face among the audience 
at the evening Holiday Concert, 
the week before Christmas. 


ing it at home ever since he 

gave it to her. You know, she 

even took her dulcimer to 

church and played there, 

too. I want to thank you 

for teaching her how to 
play. It means so much to 
all of us.” 


What else can a teach- 
er ask for? This was an 
example of a pure and honest 
compliment... one that truly came 
from his heart. Taking the time to 
share your time and talents with 
children is like dropping a pebble in a 
brook: one generation, sharing with 
another, and yet neither ever know- 
ing how or where these ripples will 
travel in time. 


cturnbull@zoominternet.net 
West End Elementary 
12068 Brooks Road 
Meadville, PA 16335 
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Mountain Dulcimer 
Books & CD 


KEKEKE 
NEW—CD | 
“Yellow Rose—Beginnings” 

+S 
KREKEEKERAEEKEEE 


“Deep Roots—Easy Folk 
Songs” w/ demo CD 
“The Promised Land” 
“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
“Hymns & Gospel Songs” 
“Christmas Carats” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 


$15.00 each + s&h 


DAD, easy to intermediate 
level, with melody line, tab, 
chords & words. 


Helen Johnson 
P.O. Bax 3395 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
Telephone: 979-297-7015 
Jz Email: Hclen@HclenJohnson.biz 
www. HelenJohasen.biz 
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The Fretted Music Archive 


Visit FMA's web site today and enjoy browsing through 
our latest collection of tablature arrangements 
for the Fretted Dulcimer. 


There are two arrangements for each song meeting 
the needs of both beginner and experienced player alike. 
All music is supported with sound tracks and info files 
containing historical notes, tips on playing and diagrams 
for left hand fingering. 


Examples: 


Tablature and audio files of the listed titles shown below 
are made available immediately after purchase by 
allowing you to download from a secure web page, 

in addition to this the same selection of music will be 
mailed to you on a CD (post paid). 


“The Stephen Foster Collection" - Vol One $6.50 
Gentle Lena Clare/The Village Maiden/Gentle Annie 


“The Turlough O'Carolan Collection" - Vol. One $6.50 
Blind Mary/George Brabazon/Planxty Irwin 


“The Robert Burns Collection" - Vol. One $6.50 
Kelvin Grove/Afton Water/Ye Bonnie Banks and Braes 


FREE SAMPLES 
Discover the quality of our tablature arrangements and 


recorded mp3 files by downloading free samples 
from our website. 


www.frettedmusic.com 
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“All the desks were cluttered with pieces of 
wood, packs of strings, dozens of clothespins, 
clamps, glue, and tools.” 


“The scene looked most confusing.” 


|. 
a, 


ts 


(): the morning of October 13th, the exercise began with 19 confused and [ay 
somewhat bewildered students. With the expert guidance of the Corleys, 


| eee Berry, 4th Grade Science Teacher at Huntsville’s Randolph School, had 
made arrangements for Pat and Len Corley (from Alpharetta, GA), full- 
time players, teachers, and builders of mountain dulcimers, to bring pre-cut 
dulcimer kits to her school and assist her 57 science students in a dulcimer con- 
struction project (with the scientific aspects of wood, vibration, sound cham- 
bers, strings, levers, etc., provided by Linda). In the process of planning for this 
event, she enlisted the assistance of Joe Berry and me. 


and some assistance from me and Joe Berry, the effort was underway. Each stu- 


dent did the work on their own dulcimer, with minimum assistance from the [Re 


adult supervisors. It was most interesting to witness how carefully each student 
took instruction and stopped to ask for clarification/assistance when they had 
difficulty with a particular step. 


We wood pieces, glue, clamps, clothes pins and determination, the dul- 
cimers began to take shape. I was amazed at how well these 4th graders 
followed instruction, taking each construction step in proper sequence, and 
actually producing a playable dulcimer. By lunch time, the first group had com- 
pleted their dulcimers, installed tuners and strings, and tuned them up for play- 
ing. The greatest satisfaction was seeing a student’s face when the first string 
was tight enough to produce a sound. It was a wonderful experience. 


his cycle was repeated with the other two classes with the same great re- 

sults. Then, on the last half of the second day, several teachers and some 
parents came to the classroom and built their dulcimers. Later, Joe Berry 
stained all the student dulcimers - each class with a different color. He then 
built a sturdy rack to facilitate storing all 57 student dulcimers in the class- 
room. 
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“The story does not end 
with the construction 
project.” 


ylvia Williams (HTMA) has 

started to teach a dulcimer class 
for these students, with assistance 
from Linda Berry and me. I have 
been in the classroom with these 
student players, and they are doing 
really great. During the last session, 
they were playing harmony and 
melody parts, and switching parts 
on cue. Ina couple of months, these 
students will give a short perfor- 
mance at a monthly meeting of the 
Huntsville Traditional Music Asso- 


ciation. 


Louie R. Beasley grew up in the Appalachian 
Mountains of Virginia. He enjoys playing 
guitar, mandolin, autoharp, and his Special 
Addition mountain dulcimer, built by Bill 
Neely of Damascus, VA. Louie is an active 
member of the Athens Alabama Dulcimer 
Club and the Huntsville Traditional Music 
Association (www.huntsvillefolk.org). 


Missigman Music 


MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers 


McSPADDEN 
Mountain Dulcimers 


BLEVINS 
Folk Harps 


Stained Glass Books, 
Books, Hammers, Accessories, 
and Bowed Psalteries 


MC/Visa, PayPal or check. 
FREE SHIPPING ON 
WEBSITE ORDERS 


INCLUDING INSTRUMENTS! 


(Free shipping applies to US orders only} 


MISSIGMAN-MUSIC.COM 
Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
dulcimer@epix.net 


www. Missigman-Music.com 


Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 


Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's,Jewelry, 


Barry & Linda Evans 


11129 Hwy 90 West 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 
of our own design, and much more. 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


Timothy Seaman PINEWIND MUSIC, INC. 


...compelling self-styled hammered dulcimer, flute and guitar 


celebrating the trees, wildlife, parks & heritage of Virginia! 


Latest CDs: Jamestown: On the Edge of a Vast 
Continent (for the 400" Anniversary) ... Virginia 
Wildlife (animal themes, for Game & Inland Fisheries) 
... Sycamore Rapids (tree themes, for the State Parks) 
... Profound Joy (Christmas) 757/565-1461 


Dulcimer 
Builders 
Supplies 


* Tonewoods 
© Complete kits 
® Tuning pins 

© Hitch pins 

© Strings 

© Specialty tools 
© Tuners 
¢ Finishes 
® Glues 

© Pickups 


5-Star tuning peg 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 


Call 800-848-2273 
Fax 740-593-7922 


Online: www.stewmac.com 


= STEWART* MACDONALD’S 


GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


Box 900DP ¢ Athens, Ohio 45701 * USA 


www.timothyseaman.com 


Discover 
your dulcimer’s 


bidden voice 


with 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
pasey sound. Use your current 
ammering patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 
Instruction booklet 
and rosin included. 
Works on mountain 
dulcimers, too! 


~ 
For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 
Mee e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 


phone: 650-573-8948 
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MUSICAL 
NECESSITY 


IS THE MOTHER 


OF TECHNICAL 


DEVELOPMENT 


first heard the title phrase to the left about musi- 

cal necessity from Bud Zenzen, a fine Michigan 
cellist and teacher. The phrase strikes me as both 
eloquent and true, as well as being a perfect argu- 
ment for studying and learning music that is chal- 
lenging in any number of ways. Musical necessity 
refers to the need to learn new skills in order to 
play music with unfamiliar elements. The premise 


here is that when you learn something new and 
different from the familiar, your technique and 
your musicianship develop. For example, Scott 
Joplin taught me how to play diminished arpeg- 
gios on the hammered dulcimer, simply because 
they are abundant in some of the rags I 


ANo NEw hy, play (i.e., The Easy Winners). I had 
~ ty 


never played diminished arpeg- 
gios before I played Joplin, and 
now they are second nature 


to me. 


It’s easy to become compla- 
cent and to eventually stop 
evolving on the hammered 
dulcimer as we reach a level 
of competence that enables us 
to “get by” and then to fly at jam 
sessions and performances and all 
our various musical interactions. Also, it 

can be very satisfying to simply stay at our own 


particular level of accomplish- 
ment. 


At the same time, however, there 
are many compelling reasons to 
continue to learn new approach- 
es on the hammered dulcimer. 
I’m not suggesting that it is nec- 


essary, or even important, for all 
dulcimer players to continually 
experience the challenges of musical exploration. 
However, many of us, at some point in our devel- 
opment, tire of the familiar and the predictable. 
We yearn to develop a voice on the dulcimer that 
more closely reflects our particular individuality, 
so we begin to explore, to search for something 
different, to find new ways to express ourselves. 


The benefits of learning new music on the ham- 
mered dulcimer are many and varied, and they 
all lead us to become better and more fluent mu- 
sicians. The hammered dulcimer is an instru- 
ment that is understood and played according 
to its own particular (and often peculiar) pat- 
terns—and the more you continue learning, the 
greater the number and complexity of the pat- 
terns you acquire. 


hen we first become acquainted with the hammered dulcimer, many, if 
not most of us, begin by playing traditional “fiddle tunes” such as Soldier's 


Joy and Golden Slippers. There are many reasons why tunes like these are ideally 
suited vehicles for beginners. Some of these reasons include: 


patterns, and are readily accessible; 


alufalolr|] 


measures in order to play a 32-measure piece. 
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4. They are in dulcimer-friendly keys, such as D and G. This means that most of the notes are centrally located, follow basic 


The range of their notes is relatively limited so there aren't many or any really high or low notes to reach for; 

There aren't many or any large interval leaps so that the notes are pretty close together; 

There are no or very few accidentals (notes that don’t belong in the key and that require a sharp, flat, or natural sign); 

They are in simpler meters (2/4, 3/4, 4/4) with relatively simple rhythms; | 


They follow regular forms and easily understood phrases. For example, both Soldier’s Joy and Golden Slippers, and much | 
of the beginner hammered dulcimer repertoire, are composed of 2 8-measure parts that repeat. This is a great advantage | 
in that the player gets to play each part twice in a row, thus getting to practice it while playing, and also has to learn only 16 | 


HAMMERED Ws the music you play no longer 
excites you, it’s time for a change, 


DULCIMER time to learn something fresh and differ- 


NOTES 


ent from what you've done before. And 
MGEeTiae 2s you learn, each new tune becomes an 
exercise to master as it teaches you new 
patterns and approaches to the instru- 


ment. Each new tune is an opportunity to 


learn something, and, in the right spirit, is 
a wonderful exercise that, when practiced 
consciously, results in a varied and ever-growing reper- 
toire for the new and advancing player. In addition, each 
new tune prepares us for the next one we learn, as our un- 
derstanding and technique grow with each tune. 


I’m assuming that if you play hammered dulcimer, you've 
already learned at least some Celtic and other “fiddle” 
tunes. You can certainly stay within that repertoire and 
continue to learn more and more complex music as you 
continue to grow, and you can also branch out into other 
genres and forms of music. 


With this in mind, I took a quick look at my music library 
to find some music books to recommend that might stretch 
you. The books I chose are not big leaps from fiddle tunes, 
but they offer different sets of challenges. 


You might be ready to delve into English Country Dance 
Music, a repertoire with a wide range of musical complex- 
ity, from the simple to the simply difficult. Flip through a 
book of English Country Dance tunes and you'll find famil- 
iar fiddle tunes in friendly keys and meters alongside fairly 
complex tunes in less friendly dulcimer keys with strange 
and exotic rhythms and melodic twists and turns. Lots 
to learn along with healthy challenges galore. A book of 
English Country Dance music collected by Peter Barnes is 
a great place to start (home.comcast.net/~peterbarnes) as 
his publications are very clear and reliable. 


Another fantastic collection of Peter Barnes’ to learn from 
and enjoy is A Little Couple Dancemusik. It features tons 
of familiar tunes in friendly keys, along with a wonderful 
mix of world, ragtime, dance, and classical music. This is a 
great collection for advanced beginners to really advanced 
players as there is something for everyone and lots to learn 
in this volume. 


The Helicon International Acoustic Tune Book (available 
from www.kenkolodner.com/books.html) is another won- 
derful resource for the hammered dulcimer player looking 


Dan Landrum and Stephen Humphries 


THE RULES 


Pluck Bl, 


STRIKE 
MUTE 
... even process with electronic effects, but 


do it all on just two hammered dulcimers 
with no overdubs or added instruments. 


To hear a sample of each selection on this new 
CD, and to download one free song go to: 


www.danlandrum.com 


dan@danlandrum.com 


1040 Druid Drive 
Signal Mountain, TN 37377 
(423) 886-3966 


(No dulcimers were harmed in the production of 
this CD, but a few traditions bit the dust.) 
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~~~ OUR SWAN SONG ~~ 


| BLUE & GRAY 


a 40 Civil War Songs in DAD orDAA tab 
with guitar chords, musical staff , 
lyrics and notes on playing with $19.50 
groups. + $2 S&H 


INCLUDES: JUST BEFORE THE BATTLE, MOTHER- SOUTHERN SOLDIER BOY - FADED COAT OF 
BLUE- OLD ABE LINCOLN- RIDING A RAID- BRASS BOUND ARMY- TRAMP, TRAMP, TRAMP-| 
DIXIE- MARCHING THROUGH GEORGIA- THE DYING VOLUNTEER- SHOO, FLY- BATTLE CRY OF| 
FREEDOM- YANKEE DOODLE- MONEY MUSK-- LORENA - GOOBER PEAS- TENTING TONITE- 
AKE ME HOME- THE VACANT CHAIR- OLD DOG TRAY- BLUE TAIL FLY- PAT MURPHY OF THE 
IRISH BRIGADE- WHEN THIS CRUEL WAR IS OVER- BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC- BATTLE 
ON SHILO’S HILL- YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS and still 11 more !! 


After 29 years, our last dulcimer will be #750. No more orders, please. 
We still have a few of our MCD tab books (celtic, hymns, Christmas, 
beginners, see our earlier DPN ads) at $5 and some hundred or so 
assorted GREAT CD’s and tapes —fretted/nhammered/string band— 
(some are real collector’s items) to sell at wholesale. E- mail or write fo 
a list of those on hand and prices. Maybe we'll get to some festivals this 
year for a change. For all the great support through the years, many 
thanks. Luv ya and God Bless!! 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
4122 Melrose Drive Wooster,OH 44691 


jc@woosterpc.com 
330-345-7825 
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to explore. This volume includes mu- 
sic from places near and far (includ- 
ing China, Hungary, Scotland, Haiti, 
Finland, Macedonia, Canada, Greece, 
Peru, and lots more). Alongside of 
fiddle tunes in common meters, you'll 
also find some more uncommon me- 
ters (7/8, 2/2, 6/4), and exotic rhythms 
and melodies. 


Or, as you continue to develop, you 
might take on a tune such as Jonathan 
Jensen’s Roi de Musette (in his book of 
original tunes, Candles in the Dark, 
and available from www.cdss.org/ 
sales/english_dance.html). This waltz, 
modeled after classic French musette 
music, has parts in G Major, G Minor, 
and C Major. In addition, it features a 
few accidentals, and also has the form 
ABACA. This tune can teach us a great 
deal about playing the hammered dul- 
cimer, such as the relationships of dif- 
ferent keys, new melodic and rhythmic 
patterns, accidentals, and much more. 


In addition, you can learn to arrange 
tunes for solo dulcimer, and you can 


Jeremy Seeger 
Dulcimers 


Handcrafted dulcimers 
that give a life time 
of enjoyment & a 
life time guarantee. 


For a free full color 
brochure call 802-767-3790 
or visit 
www.jeremyseeger.com 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
PO Box 193, 
Rochester, VT 05767 


Tel: 802-767-3790 


learn others’ arrangements. With this 
in mind I suggest the hammered dul- 
cimer solo books of Carrie Crompton 
(http://www.carriecrompton.com/ 
books.html). The pieces are nicely ar- 
ranged, not too difficult, and are very 
musical. Tons to learn in these books, 
including hand independence. 


There is an endless supply of music and 
repertoire that you can learn to play 
and enjoy on the hammered dulcimer, 
including music originally written for 
other instruments. Music for piano, 
guitar, or harp all provide wonderful 
opportunities for us to learn new mu- 
sic. Some pieces will require some sim- 
plification in order to translate them 
into two voices (two hammers), but 
some will be ready to play as is. With 
the internet at our fingertips, we can 
listen to music from all over the world, 
and we can find mountains of writ- 
ten music that could keep us busy for 
many lifetimes. We've barely scratched 
the surface here, but we have to start 
somewhere. If you don’t read music 
yet, or are just pretty rusty, now’s the 
time to work on becoming literate. It’s 
a skill just like any other, and it’s easier 
to learn to read music than it is to learn 
to read English. Reading music is a skill 
that gives you entrance into a world of 
music that can be both very satisfying 
and growthful. I strongly recommend 
learning to read music to anyone who 
wants to fully explore this amazing 
world. Besides, it’s wicked good fun. 


In my next article, we'll look at a piece 
of music and begin to analyze what we 
can learn from it, along with tips about 
how to best approach learning it. If 
you have any views on this subject, I'd 
love to hear them. Also, if you can rec- 
ommend any materials for expanding 
the hammered dulcimer repertoire, I’d 
love to hear from you about that, too, 
at steve@steveschneider.com. Thanks, 
be well, and stay in tune. 


Editor’s Note: After many years of writing 
DPN’s “Art of Performing” column, Steve has 
decided to focus more on hammered dulci- 
mer topics. We appreciate his dedication to 
DPN and look forward to more great articles. 


FESTIVAL 2007 


“Acoustic Music Is Alive 
And Well In The Midwest” 


May 18-19, 2007 


500 SW LONGVIEW ROAD ©  LEE’S SUMMIT, MO 64081 


CONCERTS 
Trinity « Doofus * Jem Moore * Cindy Egger-Farris 


DULCIMER WORKSHOP INSTRUCTORS 


Teresa Bachman Heidi Cerrigione Steve Eulberg Tina Gugeler 
Allen Macfarlane Linda Lowe Thompson Neal Walters 
ADDITIONAL WORKSHOPS AT ALL LEVELS: 


Guitar Fiddle Autoharp Banjo Mandolin 
Bass Harmonica Bones Pennywhistle/Flute 


MINI CONCERTS © JAM SESSIONS © VENDORS 


GENERAL INFO: www.jubileeofacousticmusic.org 


CONTACT: JUBILEE OF ACOUSTIC MUSIC ~© 10308 METCALF #109 © OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212 
(816) 331-5728 © e-mail: jam@kcnet.com 


ubilee of 
Sperte, —<— 
[| 


@ Metropolitan 
Community College 


Longview 


Blue Lion 


Handcrafted dulcimers and guitars of exceptional quality played by fine 
musicians including: Janita Baker, Rob Brereton, Rosamond Campbell, 
Mike Casey, Carrie Crompton, Karen Detjen, Sarah Elizabeth, Robert Force, 
Lance Frodsham, Neal Hellman, Wade Hampton Miller, Karen Mueller, 
Mark Nelson, Cathy Barton-Para, Jean Ritchie, 

Sally Rogers, Wayne Seymour, and Betty Smith. 


Authorized builders of the 
Force-d 'Ossché Six String and the 
Jean Ritchie Traditional Dulcimer. 


® 
Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Lane 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805.438.5569 
www.bluelioninstruments.com 


Please visit us online to view our complete catalog 
of instruments, accessories, recordings and books. 
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EWING THE REVIEWER 


by Norma Mahood 


A Snowbird’ Review of a Reviewer 


When, early in the program, Neal 
Walters and his wife, Coleen, sang, 
Lord, Don’t Let Me Die ‘til ’'m Too 
Old to Die Young, the whole audience 
smiled and sat back, knowing they 
were going to enjoy a great concert. 
Some people think that performers 
just want to sing and play, get paid, 
and then go home. But on January 10, 
2007, Neal and Coleen drew all of us 
into their songs and stories and music. 
I knew that I was in the right place 
for a rousing performance. “In fact,’ I 
thought, “...Not Dying Until I'm Too 
Old to Die Young doesn't sound like a 


bad philosophy.’ 
a: Many of those in attendance knew What was I thinking when I had asked 
Neal and Coleen often invited us to ; y : : 
: ; ‘ about Neal through his column in Neal and Coleen if I could write a 
sing along during their performance : ; . ; , 
. Dulcimer Players News. Tonight review of their performance? I’m not 
in the nave of Mount Dora Congrega- mane eae 
; though, Neal wasn’t writing a column, a music critic. I’m not even on an 
tional Church, as they performed to a ut ee = 
full house reviewing new CDs, or listening for advanced level as a dulcimist. I used 
; the fine points in the performances to write a column for my local news- 
Coleen commented, “It is amazing of others. It was I who was taking paper, but this was not a review of a 
how many people we see here, or notes and writing down questions garden party or an interview with one 
already know, from music festivals in to ask after the concert while hear- of the local eccentric characters. What 
the Washington, D.C. area. It trulyisa ing great songs and listening to my had I gotten myself into? I started 
small world? favorite instruments. Tonight, I was writing as fast as I could when I real- 
the reviewer. ized I was so caught up in the perfor- 


mance that I had forgotten to keep 
track of all the songs on the playlist. 
Then I realized that Ruth Harnden 


<J oellen Lapi dus : performer, songwriter, builder, leacher 
could help me with that task. 


idus Listen To or Purchase COs & Book at BE XATRE ME http zNER 
Joellen ee www.lapidusmusic.com ami Ruth Harnden, member of MDDC 
we cone og OE 310.474.1123 } a ( Die and organizer of the Central Florida 

= : Dulcimer and Autoharp Festival, 
keeps tabs on almost everybody in 
the dulcimer world. Her passion 

for the dulcimer knows no bounds. 
When she learned that the Walters 


would be traveling from their home 
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in Greencastle, PA, to Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL, where they would pay their own 
way on a “teaching” cruise, Ruth asked 
Neal to conduct an afternoon work- 
shop for people wanting to learn more 
about playing the lap dulcimer, then 
have Coleen join him in presenting a 
concert that evening at Mount Dora. 
On the cruise, Neal would teach auto- 
harp classes to raise funds that would 
benefit the Mountain Laurel Autoharp 
Gathering to be held June 20-24, 2007 
in Newport, Pa. 


I learned quite a bit about the dulci- 
mer world myself while spending an 
afternoon with Neal. First, I had no 
idea that Neal was such a virtuoso, 
playing the autoharp, banjo, lap 
dulcimer, and guitar. Second, we all 
found what a foundation Coleen’s bass 
provided as an accompaniment to any 
string instrument. During the day, 
Neal provided anxiety-free lessons for 
musicians who were studying the lap 
dulcimer. 


Without actually using the “T” word, 
Neal worked in a lesson in music 
“Theory”—a word that often leaves 
many young musicians stymied. This 
was the third thing I learned during 
the lesson. Our class explored the 1-3- 
5 tuning and then discovered the joys 
of D-G-D tuning, without realizing 
that we had studied “theory.” The class 
was so encouraged that we all stayed 
for a lively jam session, practicing 
what we had learned in the afternoon 


classes. Workshop—what a success! 


Well, getting back to reviewing the 
reviewer. 


The fourth thing I observed was how 
important it is during a concert for 
the performer to let the audience 
know where the songs came from. For 
instance, I found it interesting that 
Too Old to Die Young was written by 
Kevin Welch, Scott Dooley, and John 
Hadley; but the Walters had learned 
the song from an album by Linda 
Ronstadt and Ann Savoy. Musically, 
there is quite a stretch of time be- 
tween these two sets of musicians. But 
the meeting of minds seemed to work 
perfectly as Neal and Coleen sang 
their own version of the song. 


The playlist continued with old favor- 
ites as varied as Little Birdie, learned 
from the singing of Kentucky banjo 
player Roscoe Holcomb, and contin- 
ued with Neal’s Cheat River Waltz, 
composed on a creek bank in Elkins, 
WV. 


I finally quit trying to critique Neal’s 
and Coleen’s performance when I 
heard The Meaning of Home, written 
by Ron Wall, Winfield international 
autoharp champion, and son-in-law of 
the late Grandpa Jones. 


Neal and Coleen are part of the band 
Doofus, along with John and Heidi 
Cerigione. One of the last things I 
learned that night was that Coleen, 


LAPDULCIMER & 
HAMMERED DULCIMER 


INTRODUCING: The NEW 


TUNES N° TABS 


qa) | SACRED EDITION? 


More than 50 favorite hymns and sacred tunes arranged for 
Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer in easy-to-read, F- 
nale © software-generated tab and manuscript. Prepared and 
published by arranger, teacher and performer, 
RebeceaAskey of the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society. 


TO ORDER: Please send $15.00 ($13 = $2 s&h) to: Rebecca 
Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 


Also Still Available: The Original “TUNES N’* TABS” Dulcimer Book - 120 assorted tune arrange- 
ments. Over 150 pages for Lap and Hammered Dulcimer. Price only $15.00 + $2.00 postage and handling 


who plays bass and has been singing 
most of her life, is also a prizewin- 
ning quilter. With such talents, I could 
not understand why these musicians 
called themselves “Doofus.’ “Go to 
our website,’ Neal said. “There you can 
learn the whole story about us’’ 


Neal had started his performance by 
telling us that most of his old-time 
songs would be about love and death 
or barnyard animals. In closing my 
review, I realized that while his songs 
spoke of love that never grows old, 
death that can’t separate hearts, and 
barnyard animals that didn’t have to 
seek shelter from bitter cold weather, 
the performance was really about a 
love of music. I applaud my friends, 
Ruth Harnden and Sharon Link, 
President of the MDDC, for bringing 
a wonderful workshop and concert to 
Mount Dora, Florida. 


Submitted by Norma Mahood, who resides 
in Bluefield, Va. She enjoys a Snowbird 
Membership in the MDDC. 


Dandy Duster 


— 


Over 4” static free hog bristles 
set in a wooden handle. Comes 
in a storage tube. 


$18.00 free shipping. Samples 
& disc. available to dealers. 


Cliff's Custom Crafts 
43 York St., Bay City, MI 48708 
989-892-4672 
cliffscrafts@chartermi.net 
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MUSIC REVIEWS 


A Bloom’s General Store Here to Play 
Ken Bloom Christie Burns & Butch Ross 
he bowed dulcimer is “young but it is daily growing” o if you have enough money left to 
and Ken Bloom is the man responsible. He makes buy a second album, this would be a 
them of course and, if you own a bowed dulcimer, it good one! 


probably came from him (does anybody else even 
make them?) and he plays them — like no one else 


can or presumably ever will. Life’ S full of little surprises. 


In short, Ken is a certified (or should that 
be certifiable?) legend in his own lifetime. 
His first album of bowed dulcimer music 
was truly groundbreaking and his latest 
recording, Bloom’s General Store, will 
only add to his stature. The tunes are 

all wonderful and his playing is simply 
awesome. Although he’s rounded up a 
great gang of musical cohorts to add 

to the enjoyment, he personally plays 
everything but the kitchen sink and 

that would include bowed dulcimer, 
Hardanger bowed dulcimer, guitar, 
bouzouki, eggs, gourd banjo, vocal, 
banjo bass, dobro, concert zither, and 
Weissenbornagain Hawaiian slack key 
dulcimer. 


This gem just leaped off my CD player and into my 
brain without much fuss and it has become lodged there. I 
had heard Butch play mountain dulcimer on his first album 
and I liked that a lot (see Spring 2005 DPN). 


I knew who Christie Burns was, sort of, from reading postings 
on the internet about the Cork City Festival in Ireland. I didn’t 
know they played together until getting this CD in the 
mail though (in fact, they’re married!*) and I can only say 
“who knew?” They’re absolutely great together and Here 
to Play is living proof. It’s mostly a hammered dulcimer 
album and Christie’s playing is poised, sure, driving, 
highly syncopated and engaging in every way. 


I’m hooked. Butch mostly plays some excellent guitar 
backup (that’s rather an understatement actually) but gets 
a chance to shine on mountain dulcimer on 
Driving Forces, his tribute to Robert Force. 


4 : They also play some dulcimer/dulcimer 
Ken's : , 
a pieces that really work and that’s not 
ee a something you hear every day. 
are legion 


and the tunes 
range from the 
mildly eclectic to the 
“where in the world did 
he come across that one” 
but they all have one thing in 
common: each tune is a perfect 
gem in his hands. 


This is a tour de force on every 
level. In fact and I wouldn't 
blame you if bought two of 
these! 


Butch and Christie were married 
in the fall of 2006 and have recently relocated 
to Chattanooga, TN. 


If you only buy one dulcimer album this 
year, this would be the one... I don’t know how 
to make it any plainer. 


n@dpnews.com 


by Neal Walters 


Celtic Solitude Pathways & A Little Bumpy Out Here 


Linda Brockinton Quintin Stephens 


inda Brockinton is a former uintin Stephens is a second-generation mountain 
Winfield champion who is especially dulcimer player who brings a decidedly fresh 
well known for her finger picking approach to the instrument. A dulcimer player 
arrangements on mountain dulcimer. She is from the age of eight, he has become a high 
also an excellent, classically-trained flautist. Celtic energy performer who is especially known for 
Solitude shows off her considerable skills on both his two-handed tapping technique and for 
instruments. freely adapting blues, rock and slide guitar 
techniques to the dulcimer. 
The project is a compilation of some of the prettiest Celtic 
airs from all of her previous album releases. Much of the Pathways features Quintin’s originals with 
music is Linda on solo dulcimer or flute, but she gets help just a couple of exceptions while A Little 
from Kay Martin, Brenda Ramsey, and Linda Odena on harp, Bumpy Out There is more traditionally 
flute and mountain dulcimer. oriented in terms of material, but both 
albums are pure Quintin in execution. 
This is a very fine recording that is guaranteed As he puts it, this is “a peek inside my 
Bp head when I stand outside the box... 
lO Si ooth C afl d Sa tisly. watch out it’s a little bit bumpy out 
there!” 
The album is subtitled “Listen to the Silence, Be Still 
and Let Your Soul Catch Up” which in Linda’s own If originality and exuberance— 
OKCCROeVIE MOM Mou MmIOMN CO Comanerlamtietsmm Combined with some exceptional 
going on hyar.’ Linda’s playing is beautifully controlled musical skills and some killer pop 
and each tune is a small masterpiece evoking a quiet and “hooks”— are things you value, you're 
meditative feeling of tranquility. The harp and flute match going to love Quintin’s music. This is 
the dulcimer’s mood, and the music seems to move like a perfectly encapsulated in a little ditty 
stately ripple across an equally stately pond. Quintin calls Mission Statement. It starts 


out with a recreation of an old scratchy 
There isn’t a sharp edge anywhere and the recording of Boil Them Cabbage Down and 
effect is like nestling your head into a segues into a Caribbean-flavored version 
down pillow... so enveloping and so of the same tune, which is his way of saying 
comforting. “out with the old and in with the new” 


Three Blind Mice gets the same treatment, as 

; ? do a number of other traditional warhorses. It’s 
It's Magic. not something that Jean Ritchie might play, but I 
would bet that even the most hidebound traditionalist 
among us will be smiling by the time a few of these tails 
are cut off with the proverbial carving knife. The only way 
to know for sure is to listen for yourself. I strongly encourage 
you to do so. 
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MUSIC REVIEWS 


Music from My Galaxy 
Mark Shelton 


Mark Shelton’s galaxy includes some very interesting stuff 
indeed. Mark is a percussionist who typically plays over a 
dozen instruments in performance and blends influences 
from classical, jazz, folk, and pop. He peppers his audience 
with stories and jokes as he moves from four mallets 
to two drumsticks to bare hands. A marimba soloist 
since the early 80’s, he began to seek a more personal 
repertoire and, in addition to his original compositions 
and improvisations, he began to play the Hang, a recently 
developed instrument from Switzerland that combines 
steel pan sounds with hand drumming technique. A 
strong interest in folk music drew Mark toward some of the 
percussion instruments used in traditional American and 
Celtic music and he is very much at home playing fiddle 
tunes on the hammered dulcimer in addition to excelling 
on the bodhran and bones. What I’m trying to say is that 
Music from My Galaxy is a totally eclectic mix of music for 
hammered dulcimer, marimba, hang, bones, clackamore, 
riq, udu, and cajon and it’s really excellent. The dulcimer 
playing is superb and the rest is totally mind boggling. It 
all certainly goes a long way toward buttressing the theory 
that the dulcimer is really a percussion instrument at its 
core. This is really cool stuff! 


by Neal Walters 


Dulcimerica, Volume 1 
Bing Futch 


Bing Futch has been making music on the mountain 
dulcimer for a long time. As front man for the Americana 
band, Mohave, he has demonstrated a unique playing style 
that incorporates tribal rhythms from African and Native 
American influences as well as Celtic and early mountain 
music. His technique is equal parts traditional and 
experimental, with a fondness for playing in DAA tuning. 
He also plays electric dulcimer with the band as well using 
distortion, delay and various digital effects to create asound 
that has been described as “musical Tabasco” among other 
things. Mohave has performed at Walt Disney World 
and opened for bands such as the southern rockers Molly 
Hatchet and the classic doo-wop group The Crests. That’s 
a pretty impressive resume but it doesn’t really prepare 
you for his latest album which is solo dulcimer with no 
electronic gimmicks at all. The only “extra” is some fine 
harmonica playing by Charles Stansell. Bing is a really 
fine player with an eclectic taste in music that takes him 
from Polly Wolly Doodle one minute to Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow the next. Dulcimerica, Volume 1 is a real treat 
that showcases Bing’s excellent playing on a wide variety of 
material, including several originals. 


MUSIC REVIEWS CONTACT INFORMATION 


TITTLE ADDRESS 


PHONE ELECTRONIC 


Bl 1 General Stor RR Route#3, Box 568 336-368-2847 | kgbloom@advi.net 
Om eee | PilgeMountan) N@ 27041 www.bolick.net/bloom/ 


Here to Pl 524 E. 18th Street 
ere tage Chattanooga, TN 37408 


dulcimerdulcimer@gmail.com 
www.inyspace.com/ 
christieandbutch 


267-235-3249 


Pathways & Little Bit | 2207 Merrill Hills Circle 281-693-5151 | quintank@aol.com 
Bumpy Out Here | Katy, TX 77450 www.QuintinStephens.com 
Celtic Solitud 3343 Wise Road 501-316-2055 | lindabrockinton@sbcglobal.net 
CONE SOUNNCE | Alexander, AR 72002 501-231-8212 | www.lindabrockinton.com 
Music from My Galaxy 800-272-2249 rari ne ene ene: 
www.marksheltonmusic.com 


1408 34" Street 
Orlando, FL 32839 


Dulcimerica, Volume 1 
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407-257-5598 | jae@jobentertainment.com 


Congratulations to all the 2006 Winfield Winners! 


Above are Jeff Hames. 1st place National Mountain Dulcimer and Heidi Cerrigione, 2nd place 
International Autoharp, as they accept their prize instruments. 


Visit your McSpadden/Evoharp dealer and try these fine instruments for yourself. 
Dulcimer Shoppe 
Mountain View, Arkansas 
Hand Crafting McSpadden mountain Dulcimers and Evoharps 


1-877-269-4422, www.McSpaddenDulcimers.com 


Common Ground on the Hill 2007 


Traditions Weeks: July 1-6 and July 8-13 
@ McDaniel College where traditional musicians, singers, artists, dancers 
and Writers offer classes, workshops and performances, as they share 
and celebrate their art and cultures in search of “common ground.” 
Hammered Dulcimer: Ken Kolodner, 
David Lindsey, Bill Troxler, Walt Michael 
-*Mountain Dulcimer: Lois Hornbostel, Susan Boyer Haley 


Plus workshops: guitar, authoharp, banjo, mandolin, 
bass, fiddle, harmonica, harp, flute, pipes, 


Kee: songwriting, singing, gospel, dance and 
EO : a broad offering of fine arts and crafts. 
EN J 


; y S e e 
5 - Roots Music & Arts Festival 
July 7 + 8 @ the Carroll County Farm Museum. 

Featuring over 100 performers, musicians, 
and artists, including those listed above 
on four stages with juried arts and crafts, 
an interactive family world village, 
and delicious multicultural foods. 
Common Ground on the Hill, 2 College Hill, McDaniel College, Westminster, MD 21157 


410-857-2771 cground@gis.net |©www.commongroundonthehill.org 
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The Water is Wide 
Lee Cagle & Betty Dawson 


Box 303 

Ellendale, TN 38029 
901-372-0510 
lee@LeeCagleDulcimers.com 
www.LeeCagleDulcimers.com 


Lee Cagle, who many of you 
will know from her role as a 
principal in the Memphis Dul- 
cimer Festival, plays mountain 
dulcimer and psaltery. Betty 
Lawson plays hammered dul- 
cimer, autoharp and bodhran. 
On The Water Is Wide they are 
joined by Steve Newman on 
guitar and John Albertson on 


~ 


QUICK PICKS 


mandolin, cello, fiddle, bou- 
zouki and banjo. The album 
was conceived as a volunteer 
project to benefit the Church 
Health Center in Memphis, a 
project begun in 1987 to pro- 
vide quality, affordable health- 
care for working, uninsured 
people and their families. The 
album consists largely of jam 
session standards played sim- 
ply and beautifully. The tunes 
were chosen to complement 
exercise and physical fitness 
programs, meditative and 
reading programs, and other 
outreach projects. Lee has also 
written a book containing all 
the tablature for the mountain 
dulcimer arrangements used 


Who makes 
~ _ the best 
hammered 
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if dulcimers? 


You Do! 


Musicmaker’s has been helping people build great dulcimers for over 
29 years, offering user-friendly plans and accurately cut kits to make 
beautiful performance quality instruments. You too can build a great- 
plese dulcimer, and you'll save money at the same time (or maybe 


even sell it and make money)! 


Check our web site www.harpkit.com 
or call for free color catalog! 


800 432 5487 


Musicmaker’s Kits, Inc 
Box 2117 
Stillwater MN 55082 


JULCIMER, (08 
36 DBRS Nc 


on the album; it is available as 
a companion to the recording. 


Tunes for Two or More 
Beth Lassi & Nina Zanetti 


76 Willow St 
Guilderland, NY 12084, 
zanetti@siena.edu 
dlassi@nycap.rr.com 


Those of you who regularly 
play with a partner or partners 
will be interested to hear about 
Beth and Nina’s new book of 
arrangements for mountain 
dulcimer ensemble playing. 
There are 13 duets and two ar- 
rangements for three or more 
dulcimers. They are mostly 
familiar tunes that they hope 
will get you hooked on the 
fun of playing together. Beth 
and Nina are both excellent 
musicians who play together 
frequently. If you've heard 
them play, then you're already 
hooked! They are terrific. If 
you haven't heard them, this 
is an excellent introduction 
to the art of playing with oth- 
ers. A variety of duet-playing 
styles is featured, including 
off-the-beat backup, arpeg- 
giated chords, and counter 
melodies. I’ve seen a lot of 
discussion on the internet 
asking about resources for 
playing duets, and this book 
certainly fills the bill. 


Jamming 
Hills of Kentucky Dulcimer Club 


c/o Betty Stoeckel 

5405 Cannas Dr 
Cincinnati, OH 45238 
513-451-4996 
www.HOKDulcimer.com 


by Neal Walters 


The Hills of Kentucky Dulci- 
mer Club has been together 
since 1992 and Jamming is 
their second release. The 
group includes 35 mountain 
dulcimer players, one accordi- 
on, two autoharps, one fiddle, 
one mandolin, six banjimers, 
two banjos, three hammered 
dulcimers, three spoon play- 
ers, 1 bodhran, three guitars, 
two harmonicas, a tambourine 
and a washtub bass (not to 
mention a partridge in a pear 
tree). Like their first album, 
most of the tunes are played 
by the entire ensemble, but the 
CD also includes “specials” by 
a few smaller groups of club 
members. ‘Their recipe is a 
good one; it includes a sizeable 
helping of session standards 
as well as some more unusual 
tunes that they have made 
their own. Serving instruc- 
tions are to “mix a room full 
of dulcimers together with a 
dash of autoharp, banjo, guitar 
and other traditional instru- 
ments. Beat in rhythm, add a 
little harmony and blend until 
smooth. Sprinkle with a few 
flavorful specialties and serve 
on a shiny disc” 


Sutch Sounds 
Adam Sutch 


80 Pike Run Dr 
Daisytown, PA 15427 
724-938-8851 
sutch@zoominternet.net 


Adam Sutch is a young ham- 
mered dulcimer player from 
Pennsylvania who has released 
two albums of dulcimer music. 
Sutch Sounds is his latest; it 
features Adam’s playing along 
with Ron Howes on lead gui- 


tar, Darlene Howes on rhythm 
guitar, and Michell Sutch on 
back-up hammered dulcimer. 
Adam credits Dan Landrum, 
Bill Schilling, Dan Duggan, 
Lesley Miller and Mark Wade 
as influences and Adam has 
obviously learned his les- 
sons well. The album features 
mostly traditional fiddle tunes 
with a couple of tunes from 
his mentors mixed in for good 
measure. This is an auspicious 
debut and I’m sure we’re going 
to see big things from Adam in 
the future. 


Lesson 8 
Steve Siefert 


1260 Old Charlotte Pike 
Pegram, TN 37143, 
615-353-8230 
www.stephenseifert.com 


The latest in Steve’s subscrip- 
tion DVD series features an 
extended lesson focusing on 
The Land of Beulah, a.k.a. An- 
gel Band. The DVD starts out 
with a quarter note version 
to get the melody down, then 
presents a fingerpick version, a 
flatpick version, a chord-melo- 
dy approach, a more advanced 
flatpick version, and finishes 
with two “contemporary two- 
string” versions. As usual, all 
the music is also tabbed out. 
This issue also kicks off Steve's 
approach to music theory 
with the start of what he calls 
his Dulcimer Music Theory 
101. This series of articles is 
intended to help provide you 
with what you need to take 
your music to “that next lev- 
el” Another article provides 
a review/description of Tran- 
scribe! software for picking 
those licks off of recordings. 
“Katie’s Korner” features lots 
of pictures. Finally, Steve 
reminisces about playing with 
the late David Schnaufer. As 
mentioned before, this series 
of DVD lessons is the next best 
thing to studying privately 
with Steve. 


Christmas Sweetness 
John Hockett 


Maiden Creek Dulcimers 
4122 Melrose Drive 
Wooster, OH 44691 
330-345-7825 


John Hockett has re-released 
his Christmas collection, 
which was originally published 
in 1990. It contains nearly 20 
holiday favorites and a few 
lesser known European carols 
arranged for mountain dul- 
cimer. The arrangements are 
laid out in standard notation, 
as well as dulcimer tablature, 
and are roughly divided be- 
tween tunes tabbed in D-A-D 
and tunes tabbed in D-A-A. If 
you're looking for some new 
or old holiday material, this 
might be the answer. 


Going Down to Cairo 
Sean Ruprecht-Belt 


3838 McDonald Street 
St. Louis, MO 63116 
sruprect@sbcglobal.net 


Sean Ruprecht-Belt has a dan- 
dy new book of Midwestern, 
old-time fiddle tunes arranged 
for mountain dulcimer. They 
also make great dulcimer 
tunes and should be welcome 
additions to any intermediate 
player’s repertoire. Sean has 
arranged each piece in a mel- 
ody/drone style, and usually in 
at least two tunings, for exam- 
ple D-A-D and D-A-A or E-A- 
E and D-A-D, capo IV. When 
the tune is not a “D” tune, this 
gives you the choice of either 
retuning to A or G or simply 
capoing at the 3rd or 4th fret 
to play the tune in the key that 
the fiddlers would play it in. 
Sean also provides some back- 
ground on his sources. ‘This is 
a fine resource for some great 
tunes that should be finding 
their way into dulcimer jams. 


Rick Th um ‘s ' 
62$0NG ot the 
Month Club 


* one CD mailed monthly 

* pick 12 from over 25 titles 
« detailed lessons 

* broken down by phrases 

+ user friendly 

* practice tracks with guitar 
* sheet music provided 

* full money back guarantee 


Motivating monthly lesson | 


to increase your 
skill and repertoire 


Like a Private Lesson with 
Rick Thum 


Get Started Today 
log on to rthum.com 
or call and request an order form 
4565 S. Square Dr. 
High Ridge, MO 63049 
636-376-THUM (8486) 


‘Tis the Season 
Jeanne Page 


Mel Bay Publications, Inc. 
#4 Industrial Drive 
Pacific, MO 63069 
email@melbay.com 
www.melbay.com 


Also in a holiday vein, Jeanne 
Page has a new printed col- 
lection for hammered dulci- 
mer that offers some gems for 
New Yeatr’s Day, St. Valentine’s 
Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, 
Fourth of July, Thanksgiv- 
ing, and Christmas. The only 
holiday that’s not in there is 
my birthday, and almost any- 
thing will do for me! The col- 
lection includes a melody-only 
version and an intermediate 
arranged version with accom- 
panying guitar chords. The 
melody-only version can be 
used as a lead line for other 
instruments, or as a beginning 
level version. The intermedi- 
ate version can stand by itself 
or be used by advanced players 
as a jumping off point for add- 
ing more arpeggios, fills, scale 
runs, etc. 


Visit the new 
and improved website! 


www.rthum.com 


Maggie’s Big Book of 
Celtic Tunes 
Maggie Sansone 


Mel Bay Publications, Inc. 
#4 Industrial Drive 
Pacific, MO 63069 
email@melbay.com 
www.melbay.com 


Who doesn’t admire the music 
of Maggie Sansone? No one 
that I know! Her latest Mel Bay 
book now gives you a dulcimer 
case full of arrangements (124 
to be exact) for hammered 
dulcimer, all drawn from her 
recordings and performances. 
Chords are provided to iden- 
tify the harmonic structure of 
the tune and to provide direc- 
tion for advanced embellish- 
ments and variations. Some 
of the tunes are presented 
as a simple melody line with 
chords; others are transcribed 
as fuller arrangements with 
new variations. Typical em- 
bellishments include flams, 
grace notes, slides and rolls. 
This is a treasure trove of good 
tunes from an acknowledged 
mistress of the genre. 
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Cantiga’s Renaissance 
Robert Bielefeld 

Mel Bay Publications, Inc. 
#4 Industrial Drive 

Pacific, MO 63069 
email@melbay.com 
www.melbay.com 


This is another big book of 
tunes from Mel Bay contain- 
ing songs, dance music and 
instrumental pieces that are 
now finding renewed popu- 
larity with modern musicians, 
particularly at Renaissance 
Festivals and Medieval Faires. 
Cantiga has been performing 
at Renaissance Festivals for 
over twenty years. This collec- 
tion contains 143 of their fa- 
vorites. It’s laid out for lead in- 
struments, with guitar chords 
and lyrics as well. The tunes 
come from all over the globe 
and should provide a wealth of 
new material for almost any- 
one. Many of the tunes are 
played by Cantiga on an ac- 
companying CD. 


The Halfway Ground 
Jerimoth Hill 


Rabbit Island Music 

19 Walker Road 

Foster, RI 02825 
401-392-1909 
www.atwater-donelly.com 


Elwood Donnelly (vocals and 
guitar) and Aubrey Atwater 
(mountain dulcimer, banjo and 
mandolin) recruited a num- 
ber of like-minded musicians, 
including; John and Heidi 
Cerrigione on bass and auto- 
harp, Cathy Casper-Torch on 
fiddle and cello, Kevin Doyle 
on percussion, and Elwood’s 
son, Uriah, on piano, and 
formed Jerimoth Hill (named 
after the highest point in little 
Rhode Island) for the purpose 
of making the gospel album 
that had long been one of 
Elwood’s dreams. The album 
features some great singing in 
five-part harmony and some 
great songs. In the interest of 
full disclosure, I must confess 


that Aubrey’s dulcimer is fea- 
tured on only two songs, but I 
believe the album will still be 
of considerable interest to the 
readers of this magazine. 


Wonderful Hymns and 
Harmonious Dulcimer 
Linda Brockinton 


3343 Wise Road 

Alexander, AR 72002 
501-316-2055 

501-231-8212 
lindabrockinton@sbcglobal.net 
www.lindabrockinton.com 


In addition to her new CD 
[see the reviews column], Lin- 
da Brockinton has two new 
books out that should prove to 
be equally welcome additions 
to your library. Wonderful 
Hymns features nine of leg- 
endary composer Fanny Cros- 
by’s hymns (she wrote nearly 
9,000 in her lifetime) arranged 
for beginner, intermediate and 


duet playing. Harmonious 
Dulcimer is a quick guide to 
playing, with answers to a host 
of questions that beginners 
tend to ask. Linda gives some 
pointers on music theory, 
learning an instrument, tun- 
ing, chord shapes, tablature, 
and fingering that will pay 
dividends for almost any play- 
er. The arrangements can be 
played fingerstyle or by strum- 
ming and feature standard no- 
tation, as well as tablature for 
the DAD tuning. 


Corner Cup Sunrise 
Kathie Jerrell 


500 Jackson Street 
Walkerton, IN 46574 
574-586-7339 
kjteach@jerrell.org 


Kathie Jerrell’s new CD fea- 
tures her delightful hammered 
dulcimer playing in a very nice 
program of traditional materi- 


The Twentieth Annual 
Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival 


June 9" and 10" 2007 
Gebhard Woods State Park 
Morris, Illinois 


Information: (708) 331-6875 
HANDS, PO Box 801, Morris, IL 60450- 


0801 


www.gwdf.org 


Concerts — Workshops — Open Mic - Old Time Dance — Children’s Activities 


Instrument Crafters — Musical Recordings & Accessories — Food Vendors 


Sponsored by Hands of Illinois, Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving and promoting dulcimer music, in association with the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources and the City of Morris. Partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency. 
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al, with a couple of contempo- 
rary tunes mixed in for good 
measure. Dan Landrum joins 
her as a “guest hammerer” on 
two cuts, and Alan Shikoh adds 
bass. The album title refers to 
her friends down at the Cor- 
ner Cup Café in Walkerton, IN 
where she plays regularly. As 
Kathie says, “add some coffee 
and music to a sunrise and you 
have a delightful start to your 
day” Indeed that’s the truth 
and Kathie’s playing will pro- 
vide a delightful start to your 
day as well. 


Mylodic Isle 
Jennifer Mylod 


2251 Old Church Road, 
Toms River, NJ 08753, 
732-255-8181 
www.jennifermylod.com 


Jennifer Mylod’s second CD 
release (the first was reviewed 
in the Spring 2000 issue) is 
again a program of traditional 
Irish tunes and songs. Jenni- 
fer plays mountain dulcimer, 
guitar, percussion and fiddle 
and gets backing from her 
husband, Phillip, on Uille- 
ann pipes, bodhran, and Irish 
whistles. There are additional 
contributions from John Wil- 
son on 12-string guitar, Tom 
White on guitar and bou- 
zouki, Mairean Gittelman on 
fiddle, and Tom Gittelman on 
fiddle. Though only three cuts 
feature dulcimer, this is a re- 
ally nice album that showcases 
Jennifer’s strong singing and 
smooth fiddling. 


Gospel According 
to Samuel 
Sam Stone 


Sassafras Hill Music 
808 Castetter Road 
Henryville, IN 47125 
samhenry@thepoint.net 


Sam Stone, the bearded bard 
of Henryville, IN, is an inspi- 


ration to anyone has heard 
him play and sing. At least 
one of his original songs is in 
the repertoire of most dulci- 
mer performers, and he keeps 
coming up with more. His 
latest collection is a book of 
gospel songs that contains a 
number of Sam’s originals, as 
well as some favorites from his 
childhood. The book contains 
piano notation, mountain dul- 
cimer tablature and accom- 
panying chords. The Gospel 
According to Samuel provides 
some interesting background 
on Sam’s love of the music, 
along with his sage advice on 
using tablature. This is a must 
have for lovers of his music, or 
a great introduction to those 
of you not familiar with it. 


Oceans So Green 
Rogue’s Consort 


449 Hidden Valley Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45215 
513-761-7585 
www.kitchenmusician.net/pages/ 
records.html 


Oceans So Green is a superb 
album of “Music from Ireland 
in Colonial America” From 
the opening image of immi- 
grants looking out from their 
ship upon a vast green ocean 
of uncharted forests, to the 
dance tunes, drinking songs, 
and beautiful airs that follow, 
the album’s concept is expertly 
realized through nearly 30 
carefully researched songs of 
the period. Rogue’s Consort 
is Sara and Maynard Johnson, 
Carmen Pillitteri, John Turner 
and Sara Walthery playing 
harp, fiddles, hammered dulci- 
mer, violincello, harpsichords, 
pianoforte, recorders, flageo- 
lets, citterns, and English gui- 
tar. This is delightful music 
that captures the imagination 
and makes you feel as though 
you were actually there! The 
liner notes are a treasure in 
and of themselves. 


Here and There 
Mountain Mist 


740-335-8438 

937-393-9498 
jinirene@yahoo.com 
safrump@hotmail.com 
www.mountainmist.ueuo.com 


Mountain Mist is a dulcimer 
duo who entertain throughout 
Southern Ohio. Both Virginia 
Spillman and Sue Frump play 
a variety of instruments which 
includes, but is not limited to, 
mountain dulcimer, banjimer, 
autoharp, mandolin, ham- 
mered dulcimer, psaltery and 
the folk harp. Their repertoire 
includes a variety of music 
genres such as folk, country, 
Celtic, gospel, blues, polka, 
classical, traditional, jazz, 
Civil-war era, and Christmas. 
Their new CD is subtitled “mu- 
sic for all occasions” and the 
tunes are all standards form- 
ing a mixture of traditional, 
Celtic, gospel, and even a 
couple of contemporary tunes. 
Brian Stritenberger contrib- 
utes acoustic guitar and bass, 
Ellen Pennington joins in on 
recorder, and Paul McComb 
and Loren Reed help out on 
acoustic guitar. It’s a very nice 
debut. 


Promenade Home 
The Barnstormers 


c/o Tom Jolin 

596 Orchard Road 
Orrtanna, PA 17353 
717-642-8053 
jolin@netrax.net 


Slim Harrison plays fiddle, 
banjo, mountain dulcimer, 
and harmonica. Tom Jolin 
plays hammered dulcimer, 
banjo, button accordion, gui- 
tar, harmonica, and bowed 
psaltery. They both sing and 
together they are the Barn- 
stormers. They’ve been play- 
ing together for more than 
26 years and their specialty is 
old-time American folk music. 
Promenade Home is full of rol- 
licking old- time fiddle/banjo 


tunes, traditional folk songs 
of long ago, and even a little 
dance calling. Some of the 
instruments they made them- 
selves. They are international 
favorites having performed 
at the Viljandi, Estonia Folk 
Festival in addition to regular 
performances in and around 
their homes on the Pennsylva- 
nia/Maryland border. This is 
good homemade music hon- 
estly and sincerely played, and 
designed to set your feet to 


tapping. 


Popsies 
Whole Cloth Productions 


Steve Weinrebe Productions 
103 N Riding Dr 
Morrestown, NJ 08057 


Popsies is a DVD made for 
children aged birth to 18 
months. Steve and Lara use 
hand puppets to entertain 
and to educate. The DVD is 
designed to “stimulate and 
engage your infant or toddler 
with positive, gently paced sto- 
ries, bright colors, and original 
rhythmic music performed on 
Appalachian dulcimer’ The 
chapters cover topics such as 
tools, building, love and fam- 
ily, hide and seek, mothering, 
grooming, happy and sad, mu- 
sic, sharing and dancing. 


While the video of the hand 
puppets illustrates the point 
of the chapter, the dulcimer 
accompaniment provides the 
audio stimulation. Steve plays 
all the dulcimer parts which 
are often coordinated with the 
actions of the puppets as in 
the music chapter. The whole 
thing works pretty well for 
me and, I’m going to guess, it 
would work very well indeed 
for your toddler. It’s certainly 
one way to get your kids inter- 
ested in the dulcimer at an ear- 
ly age. The DVD lasts about 25 
minutes and is in stereo sound 
and widescreen format. 
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EDITO R’ S§ Know The Score is a new section of Dulcimer Players News where we gather printed 


NOTE 


music and articles on general music theory. The best way to learn any skill is to prac- 
tice it, so we intend to include more sheet music with each issue. When possible, we'll 


also include an audio version of what you see in the magazine. Subscribers will find 
these on the included CD and on the DPN web site - www.dpnews.com. 


Be sure and see Chuck Boody’s guide to finding music on the web on page 47. 


Music Theory 101 —The Mode Map! 
by Steve Phillips 


People often think of music theory as a bunch of dull and 
lifeless rules that someone in the ninth century made up 
to torture minstrels. But it’s not true. Music theory is your 
treasure map pointing the way for tonal exploration. 


That’s where the modes come in. Modes give color to your 
music, creating different colors from jovial to melancholy 
to mystical. You know much more about modes than you 
realize. Every time you play any song on the dulcimer or 
guitar you are playing in a mode. Take a look at the chart 
to the right and you'll see what I mean. 


Even if you don’t read music you can follow this. Take 
your instrument and play from C up one octave to 
the C above, playing no flats or sharps along the way. 
Congratulations, you've just played in the Ionian mode. 
Yes, you're absolutely right, that’s a major scale. But 
there’s more. Now play from D up to the D one octave 
higher, still playing no flats or sharps. Congrats again, 
you've just played the Dorian mode. The chart is your 
guide to all the modes in use today. 


If you keep going you'll see that the scale from E to E is 
the Phrygian mode, making a very cool eastern sound. F 
to F is the Lydian mode. G to G is the Mixolydian mode. 
A to A is the Aeolian mode — also called natural minor. 
And B to B is the Locrian mode. (That one isn’t used 
very much, even in modal jazz, but I think it deserves 
some airplay — very exotic.) 
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So that’s mode theory in one easy lesson. There’s one other 
thing you need to know. The modes get transposed into all 
the keys. Here’s how that works. If you start on D and play 
a major scale (the Ionian mode), there will be two sharps. 
(d-e-f#-g-a-b-c#-d). Keep those same two sharps and play 
from E to E and you have the Dorian mode, and we call it E 
Dorian. From F# to F# is called F# Phrygian, and so on. So 
the modes are all based on the major scale, and take their 
starting notes from their relation to that scale. 


Start exploring and see how much fun it is to reward your 
ears with cool new modal sounds. 
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Swallowtail Jig 


The D scale is used for the numbers. D is 1, E 2, etc.. 
X=cross the bridge. R=right hand. 


alternate hands EVERY time within phrase 


B minor chords can be substituted for D chords. 


Key: E Dorian 
traditional Irish 
version: Karen Ashbrook 
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Ionian | Phyrgian | Mixolydian | Locrian | 
Dorian Lydian Aeolian Tonian 


The Dorian Mode- The “Folk” Minor 
by Karen Ashbrook 


Take a look at the piano keyboard -- 7 white keys and 5 
black keys in each octave. Play the white keys starting on 
C and you get a major scale. If you start on a D with the 
white keys you get a Dorian scale, the minor scale used in 
Jazz, Irish, Scottish & Appalachian music. Old-time mu- 
sicians call it “modal” Irish music doesn’t have a common 
way of referring to it. The Dorian mode has one more 
sharp than what classical musicians call a minor scale. E 
minor has one sharp but E Dorian has 2 sharps. 


On hammered dulcimer, move your major scale pattern 
up one note and you have a Dorian scale. On lap dulci- 
mer from DAD, tune the melody string down a whole 
step to C (DAC) to get a D Dorian scale starting on the 
first fret. The 6th note of the scale is a half step higher 
than in minor, but often that is not an important melody 


note. The main difference between minor and Dorian is 
that in the latter, the 7th note of the scale is a featured 
melody note. Many tunes in A Dorian go back and forth 
between an A note and a G note (think Cluck Ole Hen or 
Ten Penny Bit). 


This makes the basic chord progression the Root/i chord 
(minor) alternating with the VII chord a whole step 
down, which is major. The v chord (minor) — convenient- 
ly VII’s relative minor -- can always be substituted for the 
VIL. 


Beyond the Root and VII chord, other chords are second- 
ary or substitute harmonies. 


In Swallowtail Jig the A part melody alternates between 
an Em chord (the root) and a D (VII). The B part goes up 
and down the part of the scale with the major 6 (the one 
note different from a minor scale). 
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Sally | in the Garden 


Dm Cc Dm Cc Dm 


6 tlh sags parce J i 


"Sally in the Garden" is an old banjo tune that Heidi Cerrigione and I thought would sound good on the dulcimer. 
It's in the DAC tuning and it worke well with the 1/ fret that is becoming so popular. It's not terribly difficult if you 
work your way through it slowly and learn a couple of new fingerings. It can be played fast of course but we like 
it at a more moderate tempo. Doofus Music (http://www.doofusmusic.com) is just one of a number of WEB sites 
that offer free tablature available for download. There are more than 30 tunes on the site at present with more 
being added at more or less regular intervals. 


If you have a site with TABs posted or know of a good one, give us some feedback via the DPN WEB site and welll 
start compiling a list for possible publication in the magazine. 


Neal Walters, Spring 2007 


arr ©2002 Doofus Music 
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Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
12710 Shawnee Mission Parkway 
Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
(913) 962-9711 


www.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Dealership 
McSpadden 
SongBird 
MasterWoarks 
Deenng 
Chuck Lee 
Bart Revier 
Mike Ramsey 
Goldtone 
Veww 

Alvarez 
Marten 
Bourgeois 
Lanikai 
Magic Fluke 
Mahutlo 
Kentucky 
Michael Kelly 
Swmeont 
Weber 
National 
KK Pickups 
Ultrasound 


Many More. 


Old Time, Bluegrass & Vintage Instruments, 
Accessories, CDs, Cassettes, Books, 
Miscellaneous, Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 


Lessons * Repairs 
Buy * Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


Bist Annual 


CRANBERRY OULCIMER 


we 


d ALTOHAR GATHERING 76 


July 27, 28, 29, 2007 


July 27, 28, 29, 200F 
Unitartaw Universalist Church 
Binghamton, New York 


Featured Performers 


Fretted Dulcimer 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Autoharp 


Stephen Seifert 
Kew Kolodner 
Bryan Bowers 


CONTACT: 
ED WARE 
1259 Fowler Place 
Binghamton, NY 13903 
(G0F) 669-4653 


e.ware@leee.org 
Visit our website for more details 


www.crawberry Aulcimer.com 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 


New from Gary & Toni Sager 
Mountain Dulcimer & Autoharp 
Instrumentals 


gRATS IN THE he 
FENCE CORNER” 


With 
Doug Felt & 
Stephen Seifert 


Cuckoo's Nest, Miss The Mississippi And You, 
Julie Ann Johnson, Blackhawk Waltz , Rats in the 
Fence Corner, Mr. Bojangles, Magpie, Moon River, 
Marching Through Georgia (lament), White Cliffs 
of Dover, Suzanna Gal/ Soldier’s Joy, He'll Have 
to Go, Life’s Railway To Heaven, Shoquonda Bay, 
Clinch Mountain Backstep, Haven of Rest 

Prussia Valley Dulcimers | 145328, U.S. Rt. 23, Waverly, Ohio 45690 | 740-947-4767] pvdulcimers@bright.net 


(with Doug Felt and Stephen Seifert) 


€ CORNER” 


rp Tnstrumentats 


CD $15 plus $2 shipping/handling. 
Ohio residents add sales tax. 


=> ba ve McSpadden, Folkcraf 
ULGIMERS russia Valley, McSpadden, Folkcraft, 
icone MUSIC SHOP Masterworks, Strunal, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar Scmidt, Austin, 
14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 Mid-Missouri, Deering, Hohner & Walton, 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 Washburn, Walnu Creek 
www.prussiavalley.com wins 
us: 
Matercard, VISA, & Cds, Cassettes, Videos, Instruction Books, 
ED Discover = Electronic Tuners, Strings, Straps, a 
Accepted More... 


Acorplete line of 
.. Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
N handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


DULCIMER CO. 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 # (206)910-8259 


‘Lee Cagle’s 
Tablature and Instructional CDs 


for Mountain Dulcimer 
Blue Smoke Risin’ on the Mountain — 
a beginner’s guide to the mountain dulcimer 
& Companion CD « 
Introduction to Fingerpicking « Celtic Tunes 
Fiddle Tunes ° Christmas Music « & more 


Private and Group Lessons/Performances 


www.LeeCagleDulcimers.com 
901-372-0510 
P.O. Box 303, Ellendale, TN 38029 
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Give Me Your Hand 


Irish Air 


G major 


Em Em 


G/B 


C/D 


G/B 


G/B 


C/D 


G/B 


Em 


G/B 


from Mystic Dance, MM 111 


© 2006 Maggie Sansone 
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Larry Conger 's 
Tune of the Month 


In its 4th Year! 


Monthly Audio CD & Tab 


Detailed Lessons for Advancing Beginners/Intermediates 
taught by a former National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Accompaniment/Performance Track Included 


Unty 12.99 postpaid 


(No minimum purchase ~ cancel at any time) 
Sign up today to activate your monthly subscription! 


Dulcimerican Music 
P.0. Box 13] Paris, TN 
38242-6013] 
www.larryconger.com 


dulcimerican@aol.com 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 


Walnut or Cherry, $16 

Ebony or Rosewood w 

Pearl Snowflake, $21 
Aluminum Capos back in stock! 
Gold or black finish, $26 


All Prices Postpaid 


Send SASE for brochure 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 


Located on the Eastcoast 


Pinelands Folk Music Center 


11 White Street 
Mt.Holly NJ O8060 
609-518-7600 
Pocated in the Mill Rac6e Village 
ull Unique Shopping Experience 
Dulcimer Sales & Lessons 
Dusty Strings, Rick Thum, 
Master Works, Folkcraft, 
McSpadden, EvoHarp 
Rich Carty is now retired 
and available for lessons, 


festival bookings, & Programs. 
email:dulcimergquy@net “gate. com 


Native Flutes @\. me N 
pt as A ——— 
Harmonicas ~~ / = — 
CD's & Accessories 
Visa/MC/Amex&Disc 
Paypal or check 


A Storefront business 
since 1992 


www. NE oor el 


Congratulations 
Shawni Pederson 
Of Santa Clarita, California 
2006 National Hammered Dulcimer Champion 


DULCIMER, 
CuaMPIONSHIPS 


35” WALNUT VALLEY 
FESTIVAL 
WINFIELD, KANSAS 


Mike Huddleson Stringed Instruments 
Handcrafted Hammered Dulcimers since 1988 
6622 West 35" St. So., Wichita, Kansas 67215 

316-524-0997 mbhuddleson@aol.com 
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The Water Is Wide 


Key of G 
Requires 1+ fret* 


Traditional 
G Cc G arr. C. Lee Cagle 


Give me a_ boat That can car ry two 


and both shall row my love and Il. 


*If you do not have the 1+ fret to make the C chord in measure 15, 
simply pluck the melody note at 3. 
copyright 2005 C. Lee Cagle 
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here are more tunes and more ver- 

sions of tunes available on the web 
than any of us will ever know. Almost 
any traditional tune can be found, and 
many newer tunes by still-living com- 
posers are also out there. In this artice 
I offer a few things to know and places 
to go to get you started searching for 
tunes. 


FORMATS 
Pp? trained players can find no- 
tated versions of tunes in any one 
of several graphic formats; GIF, PDF, 
and PNG are the most common. Of 
these, PDF will give you the nicest 
printed copies, but GIF and PNG will 
make perfectly usable copies. 
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_FREE 
Pickin’ Porch 


: local artist 
Saturday evenings 


mike@clemmerdulcimer.com 
www.clemmerdulcimer.com 
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FINDING MUSIC ON THE WEB 
by Chuck Boody 


Players who prefer to learn by ear may 
find audio versions of tunes in several 
formats: MIDI, MP3, or WMV. MIDI 
files can easily be slowed down or sped 
up, but the sound will be limited to 
the quality of the ‘MIDI instruments” 
you have in your computer. MP3 and 
WMV (or WMA sometimes) are re- 
corded versions of the tunes by real in- 
strumentalists and so are better listen- 
ing, but you may need special software 
to slow them down for learning. 


Happily one doesn’t need to worry 
much about how to get at the file types 
mentioned above, because almost all 
computers now come with the soft- 
ware needed to view notated music or 
play audio versions. If your computer 
did not, go to www.adobe.com to get 
a free PDF reader and wwwapple. 
com/quicktime/mac.html for a free 
download of QuickTime (click on the 
“free Download” button to get to a spot 


7645 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy. 


Townsend, TN. 3 


__ (865) 448- 6647 


, Dulcimer Shor 


* Appalachian Dulcimers 


* Hammer Dulcimers a 
* Children’s Rockers i he | 
+ Ban-Jammers "Re / 
- Celtic Harps Be WE | Ze 
* Music Books i. '\* 
* Mountain Crafts g 
* Psalteries & Accessories “ . ' 


Appalachian Dulcimers Mike 2 Connie 


handcrafted by in-store, 


Clemmer 


Part of the 
TENNESSEE 
__HERITAGE TRAILS 


Sue Carpenter 


2005 Mountain Dulcimer 
National Champion 


Heliotrope Bouquet 
CD and Tune Book 


To Learn More: 
www.SueCarpenter.net 
scarpenter@onlineisp.net 
903-883-3037 


Fingerpicking... 
Discover the Difference 


Fingerpicking Made Easy 
Instructional book 


~ 
S 
= 
<= 
S 
o 
Qa 
v 
~ 
o 
” 
€ 
£ 
0 
Q 


WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal for schools and beginners. 
Available with 3 or 4 strings, 
strung either Ionian or Mixolydian. 


$ 50.00 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 


Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
P O BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 
www. windyriver.org 
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where you can download QuickTime 
for Windows machines). QuickTime 
will play MIDI, MP3 and some WMA 
files. 


ABC FILES 

By far the largest number of tunes are 
available in a music language called 
“ABC” It is an easy language to learn, 


but the nicest thing about it is you 
don’t need to learn it to use the tunes. 
Some sites will translate the tunes for 
you into the other forms mentioned 
above automatically and one site will 
allow you to paste in any ABC file 
and get back notation in a variety of 
formats and/or MIDI sound files (see 
below). You can avoid using special 


Lists most of the large collections of ABC files. A good place to browse. 
com/ abe/ 


trillian.mit.edu/~jc/cgi/ 
abc/tunefind 


Search by title or part of title or country or almost anything else will return 
a list of the files found with options to see them as GIFs and/or download 


them in almost any format. Be warned that there are some files out here that 
are very badly done. But there are probably 40,000 files indexed (or so). 


wwwalisdaircom/gear- | The starting place for files in Band in a Box format. You need to own 

software/biablinks.html | Band In A Box to use these files. 

www.hymnsandcarolsof- | If you've heard it, it's here - mostly just the texts, but some have MIDI files, 

christmas.com/ PDF files, GIF files, or Noteworthy Composer music notation format. 
Gateway to complete works of O'Carolan, O'Neills Music of Ireland and other 


collections. ABC, MIDI, GIF and NMC (Noteworthy Composer) formats. 


www.cpdl.org/wiki/in- 
dex.php/Main_Page 


Choral Music Public Domain Library. Choral music in a variety of formats. 
Not necessarily for the dulcimer but wonderful stuff: Some works are edited 


without telling you that. A variety of formats, but PDF most common. 


www.thesession.org/in- 
dex.php 


www.freesheetmusic. 
net/ 


Supposedly just Irish music, but really much more than that. Many 
tunes with ABC, printable sheet music and comments about the tunes. 
Also some lively discussion sections, and a large listing of contents of re- 
cordings. Be careful with the transcriptions, there are many badly tran- 
scribed tunes. Usually the comments sections point that out though. 


wwwhetzlersfakebook. | About 550 traditional tunes in rather nice MIDI versions. Intended for 
com/ “play along” use. Many of the common tunes are here. 


Just what it says. Many kinds of music. MIDI and PDF formats. These ap- 
pear to be mostly well done transcriptions from large previously printed 


editions. MIDIs are not necessarily at performance tempos. Lots of clas- 
sical works as well as traditional music. 


www.contemplator.com/ 
tunebook/index.htm 


Absolutely wonderful MIDI files of more than 500 tunes. These are actu- 
ally enjoyable music as well as a wonderful source for tunes and for good 


intros and closing ideas. I think the best traditional MIDI files on the net. 


wwwslowplayers.org/in- | Many of the common Irish session tunes. MIDI ABC, GIF and PDF. 
dex.html 


www.musicaviva.com/ 


fsmd/index.tpl 


A directory of sources... Many Many! 


www.ibiblio.org/fid- The Fiddlers Companion. Many ABC files and extensive historical in- 
dlers/index.html formation about tunes and tune history. 


www.kitchenmusician. 
net/ 


Home site of the “Kitchen Musicians” Sara and Maynard Johnson. Many 
many tunes in GIF and MIDI format, Serious and humorous historical 


information and much much more. 


www.ranfordpub.com/ Mostly Cape Breton pieces. ABC, GIF and MP3 files of real perfor- 
tunes/abcs/abc_tunes.htm } mances. 


www.hopkins.k12.mn.us/ 
pages/Bookmarks/ 
clinks/Music2.html 


Music” section. 


sniffnumachi.com/ 


My own somewhat dated collection of music sites. Check the “Printable 


An alternate site for the Digital Tradition. Thousands of traditional 


songs. This site provides ABC, Postscript,GIF, PNG MIDI, Pennywhis- 
tle and Lap Dulcimer Tab versions. 
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software but if you do much with 
ABC files you'll soon find yourself 
wanting a program on your comput- 
er to manipulate them. For PCs the 
common program is abc2win (www. 
abc2win.com) for Mac the program 
is Barfly (www.barfly.dial.pipex.com). 
The starting point for all things ABC 
including most of the large collec- 
tions of music in ABC format is Chris 
Walshaw’s, which is at the top of the 
list to the left. The site to use to trans- 
late a single ABC file into notation or 
MIDI format is www.concertina.net/ 
tunes_convert.html. 


GENERAL WARNINGS 

There are many files of music on the 
web with tunes that are not in the 
public domain. You can easily find, for 
example, Ashokan Farewell, Crested 
Hen(s), or Dark Island, none of which 
is in the public domain. Most of the 
composers of these and similar tunes 
are perfectly willing to have their mu- 
sic distributed, but if you plan to do 
that in any formal way (like a workshop 
or a tune book) you should contact the 
composer for permission to do so. Be 
as respectful of composers as you are 
of their often wonderful music. 


There are many badly transcribed ver- 
sions of tunes on the web. This happens 
when someone who is not particularly 
familiar with music notation decides 
to write down a tune and make it avail- 
able. You can find 3/4 tunes transcribed 
in 4/4 and all sorts of other common 
errors. You can also find errors in the 
musical language (like ABC) that may 
change the length of particular notes. 
You can find some truly strange sug- 
gestions for chords. And, you can find 
legitimate, quite different versions of 
the same tune. So, use the music you 
get as a guide and not as a gospel. 


Chuck Boody 
cboody@mcfmail.net 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Video Lesson 


MOONS AND TUNES 
WITH 
BONNIE CAROL 


y (866) 527-2479 The 12th annual Moons and Tunes 


www.stephenseifert.com Wilderness River Trip will travel 


Si through Labyringh Canyon of the 
Green River through some of the most 
beautiful of the canyon slickrock coun- 
try of Canyonlands National Park in 
southeastern Utah. We'll be on the 
River with experienced guides, great 
food, rubber rafts, inflatable kayaks 
and beautiful music - made by you! 


River running, desert _ strolling, 

» i a riverside camping, music in_ starlit 

- _ amphitheaters, costume extravaganza 
Colorado Case (perhaps the dulcimer playing zebra 
saa a: a will appear again) - the camaraderie of 
Custom Dulcimer Cases a music camp and a river trip all rolled 

We offer a completely custom product designed to protect your into one. Come with your dulcimers 
instruments from all types of conditions, while providing you with and guitars, flutes and whistles, accor- 
exceptional functionality and design. dions and voices - or come to boat and 


H d Dulci . listen - all are welcome. Bring your 
aMmmere ulcimers. camping get-up, your smiles and your 


’ % 
i 


- Rigid Flight Cases friends, and we'll bring whatever 

- Soft Cases specialized river equipment you need. 

- Case Covers 2 No river running experience is neces- 
sary. 

Mountain Dulcimers: j $575 is due June 1st, 2007, 

- Soft Cases . Trip is July 6-9, 2007. 


- Case Covers = 
Get in touch for more specifics. 


Bonnie@BonnieCarol.com 
1401 Duff Drive, Suite 100 Fort Collins, CO 80524 www.BonnieCarol.com 


970-226-1048 or 1-800-340-0809 15 Sherwood Road 


www.coloradocase.com Nederland, CO 80466 
(303) 258-7763 
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f there were a list of hammered dul- 

cimer uses, “therapy instrument” 
might be included, at least as far as 
Ruth Smith of Boone, N.C., is con- 
cerned. During a winter-long recovery 
from November, 2001 kidney trans- 
plant surgery, Ruth turned to her dul- 
cimer. “I found myself with some time 
on my hands, some unexpected time 
during my recovery,’ she says, “and I 
started playing it and I absolutely fell 
in love with the instrument.” 


Ruth has been a musician for most 
of her life, in part because her father 
was a music professor at the Univer- 


A.J. Bashore II 
Hands 


Featuring 


instrumental 
mt.dulcimer 
scheitholt & 
banjo-cello 


..A masterful player 
with a repertoire to © 
match... 


Neal Walters, DPN 


To order: 
Send a check or money order payable to 
A.J. Bashore II for $15.00, plus $2.00 
postage (PA residents add 6% sales tax) to: 
A.J. Bashore II 
PO Box 311 
Danville, PA 17821 


Also available on CDbaby.com 


http://cdbaby.com/cd/ajbashoreii 


For more information, visit 
www. NoizMkr.com 
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PROFILE - STEVE & RUTH SMITH 


sity of Illinois. Ruth’s introduction 

to music, in fact, preceded her birth. 
“Mom used to sit for hours when she 
was pregnant with me listening to my 
dad’s orchestra rehearse,’ she says. 

It’s appropriate that Ruth was born 

at a summer music camp (Brevard) 
where her dad was teaching. 


As a University of Illinois music 
education major, Ruth played mul- 
tiple instruments in addition to the 
classical piano she grew up play- 
ing. She took her first step toward 
Celtic Appalachian music when she 
met her future husband Steve, who 
had grown up in a musical family 

in Athens, Ohio. “I was an itinerant 
musician on the road playing restau- 
rants and supper clubs,’ he says. “ I 
grew up an Appalachian boy playing 
mountain folk music.’ 


When Steve and Ruth married, they 
took off for Hawaii and Asia. Steve 
was part of a bluegrass group that 
needed a mandolin player. “So he 
handed me a mandolin,’ Ruth says, 
“and said ‘Here. Learn how to play 
this, because we can't lug around a 
piano-” 


So she did, and Steve thinks her 
classical background gives her an 
appealing style when playing Appa- 
lachian music. “She had a different 
feel to playing the mandolin because 
she wasn't a bluegrass musician,’ he 
says. “That’s why, when she finally sat 
down with the hammered dulcimer, 
she could play mountain folk music 
and also play classical” In turn, Ruth 
compliments the instrument. “The 


by Carl Tyrie 


one thing that I absolutely love about 
the hammered dulcimer is that it 
lends itself to playing so many differ- 
ent styles of music,’ she says. 


fter several decades of playing 

together, Steve and Ruth have 
had their music evolve into the Celt- 
ic Appalachian style that’s now their 
specialty. It took some time, however, 
for the hammered dulcimer to be- 
come a primary instrument in their 
repertoire. When the couple moved 
to the North Carolina mountains 
more than 15 years ago, Steve bought 
Ruth a 15/14 koa dulcimer made by 
Mack McKinney. “I played about 2 % 
songs on it and said ‘Okay, I don’t like 
this,’ Ruth says. “I just didn’t get it be- 
cause | was still thinking of the piano 
and trying to relate the piano to the 
dulcimer” 


Then came the winter of ’01-’02. Fol- 
lowing three years of serious health 
problems and daily dialysis, Ruth had 
the kidney transplant she needed, 
followed by a long recovery period. 
Several things combined to increase 
her enthusiasm for the instrument. 
For starters, the sound of the instru- 
ment had always appealed to her. 
Plus, she remembered her previous 
attempts. “I’ve never been one to 


let something defeat me, especially 
musically,’ she says. Plus, she had a 
request from a flutist to perform to- 
gether in a concert, and Ruth had two 
months to learn a couple of songs. 
That got her started. 


“There was something really magical 
about that winter,’ she says. “I had a 
lot of time to play the instrument. I 
was healing physically and the instru- 
ment became part of that.” 


Would it be hokey to describe the 
dulcimer as a key to her rehabilita- 
tion? “No, I think it really was,’ she 
says, “because as my new healthy life 
was emerging, there was a renewed 
method of getting the music out that 
had been bottled up inside me for so 
many years.” 


Steve thinks the time Ruth spent on 
the hammered dulcimer was just 
what the doctor ordered, so to speak. 
“T think the hammered dulcimer is 
something you have to spend a lot of 
time with,” he says. “It’s very intricate. 
It’s not as though she’s playing a lot 
of scales. It’s just getting to know her 
instrument and where it can go and 
what it can do. The more she plays it, 
the more creative she becomes on it.” 
As Ruth’s interest in playing in- 
creased, so did her commitment to 
more versatile instruments. Mack 
McKinney made her a 17/17/7 in- 
strument when Steve and Ruth began 
performing more, and then Ruth 
obtained a 4 %-octave Grand Concert 
Master from Jerry Read Smith. When 


Tel: 703-941-1071 


Ruth wants a more portable instru- 
ment for jam sessions or workshops, 
she'll take along her Traveler, built by 
Rick Thum. Next up will be another 
Jerry Read Smith creation, a five-oc- 
tave instrument with dampers. 


In 2005, Ruth’s dulcimer and Steve’s 
Martin guitars were primary instru- 
ments on their CD titled An Appa- 
lachian Aire, described as a blend 

of Celtic, Classical and Appalachian 
music. Steve produced the album in 
their cabin studio in the hills of west- 
ern North Carolina using the same 
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Blue Lion * McSpadden 
Folkcraft Cripple Creek 
Dusty Strings Master Works 
Black Mountain # TK O'Briens 
McNally # H&H Enterprises 
Songbird # Lyon & Healy 
Mid-East * Triplett 

8015 Big Bend 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 
314-961-2838 “5 
800-892-2970 


www.musicfolk.com 
musicfolk@musicfolk.com 


How To Make a 
Mountain Dulcimer 


- Preparation of the wood 


DyD - Assembling and gluing 


- Sanding, finishing, and setup 


This two hour video by luthier Keith Young shows 

all the steps to make a mountain dulcimer. 

4 A companion booklet has fret calculations, plans, 
patterns, and more details. Send $49 and $5 postage to: 


Keith Young, 3815 Kendale Rd, Annandale, VA 22003 
keith@AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Visit www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Linda Thomas 


New Book 
CD set 
(A Private Lesson 
approach) 


First Lessons 
Hammered 
Dulcimer 


, F rALOSSONS 


Mail/Phone Orders To: Linda Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. * Kansas City, MO 64134 
(816) 763-5040 


e-mail: lindadan@primary.net 


Other recordings available 
Merry Christmas - trad 
pretenls Old Friends "tddle tL * ‘er i altzes - Red Wing 
The cuena Mace: tites 8 
An Old English Christmas - 13th-16 


(Cassettes $10 ¢ CD $15 - plus $3 for shipping and handling) 


Baby's First Puppet Show 
Original Dulcimer Soundtrack 


**® *& * 4 Stars - About.com Kids Movies/TV: 
“The DVDs greatest osset is ts soundtrock. The rhythmic music 
performed on the Appalochian dulcimer provides infants with 

an experience that is quite diferent ond very engaging. 

Experiences through which infants octually thrive and Jeorn.” 


22 > of 
* : 


Dove Foundation Family Approved Award 
“The sweet music of the Appalachian dulcimer is enjoyable 
@s well as relaxing for all thet watch this Intriguing DVD. 
The colorful hand puppets introduce your infants (0 - 18 months) 
to cute litle behavioral skits without words and only the pleasant 
music to listen two. Popsies’ are dehgheful to worch” 


Available Exclusively at 
www.popsiesdvd.com 
$10.95 plus shipping ry) 
Free Gift Wrapping On Request 
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skills needed in his full-time job teaching audio produc- 
tion at Appalachian State University. The song on the CD 
they are perhaps most proud of is the title cut, which was 
written by Ruth in a somewhat reverse order. Steve came 
up with the CD title and Ruth was then given the mission 
of writing a song that fit the title. One minor problem 

— although Ruth had been playing music for most of her 
life, she had never written music. 


Ruth says An Appalachian Aire came into her head at 
the end of an exhausting day of recording. “I was ready 
to throw the instrument into the creek and give up,’ she 
says. “I sat down at about 11 at night ready to turn on 
the TV and space out, and all of a sudden the beginning 
notes came into my head. So I ran upstairs and started 
diddling around. I finished the song the next day.’ 


Ruth has since written several more songs which will be 
included on Steve and Ruth’s next project, a CD titled 
Dancin Cross the Strings they hope to release this sum- 
mer. “Writing music is all so new to me,’ Ruth says. “It’s 
really exciting and a lot of fun. I’ve been a musician my 
whole life but this is the first time I’ve actually had music 
come out of me, something brand new. That’s an amazing 
thing. It’s pretty cool? 


The popular 
Adjustable Music Holder 


manufactured by 


String Fever Music 
The Most Versatile Hammered Dulcimer Music Holder On The Market! 


Adjusts to any angle! Shelf holds 


music, pen or notebook securely! 


4 By 

- : : 
CLAMP BASE J | i 
Plexiglass is available in 


clear, smoky, or neon colors! 


Choose paddle or clamp base! 


NOTHING BETTER FOR WORKSHOP USE OR HOME PRACTICE! 


Send check or money order for $45 + $5 shipping to: 
573-346-4642 
info@StringFeverMusic.com 
www.StringF everMusic.com 


String Fever Music 
1028 Ha Ha Tonka Rd. 
Camdenton, MO 65020 
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One of Steve and Ruth’s current objectives is to find 
national representation and expand their concert per- 
formances, even though they’re already busy booking 
weddings and selling their music through their website 
(www.steveandruth.com). They hope the success of 
Dancin Cross the Strings matches that of An Appalachian 
Aire, which was selected by NPR’s “All Songs Considered” 
and is played on XM Radio. In fact, XM included the CD 
for three weeks in ’06 on its “Best This Week” list, which 
makes recommendations of CD’s across all genres. 


Sometimes, Steve and Ruth find out from strangers about 
the success of An Appalachian Aire. Several people, when 
ordering CD’s from CD Baby, have included notes telling 
Steve and Ruth where they first heard the music. That’s 
where, for example, the two learned their music was on 
XM and is being played by at least one airline. Steve says 
finding out such things makes him think of Mac Davis 
once saying he knew he’d made it as a songwriter when 
he was in a hotel and walked into a public bathroom, 
where the fellow standing next to him was whistling one 
of his songs. 


So is something like that a goal for Steve and Ruth? “No. 
It’s not one of mine!,’ Ruth says. 


character of the big one I've been toting around 
for 30 years!" — Bill Spence 


Discover the Sound! 


ee 
For a brochure on our complete line of instruments, contact: 


David Lindsey — (580) 847-2822 
654 Acorn Lane * Bennington, OK 74723 


Visit us Online at: 


www.sweetsongstringband.com/davidsdulcimers.html 


Master orks 


Visit us this year at one of these great events: 

April 26-28 Dulcimer Jamboree - Mountain View, AR 

May 11-13 Texas Dulcimer Festival - Glen Rose, TX 

May 25-27 Dulcimore Fest - Lisban, OH 

June 1-2 Yellowbanks Dulcimer Festival - Owensboro, KY 

Aug. 2-5 Amish Acres Crafts Festival, Nappanee, IN 

Sept. 13-16 - Walnut Valley Festival and National Dulcimer 
Contest - Winfield, KS 


Come read about and listen to sound clips of all 
our instrument models on our website. 
www.masterworksok.com 


Serving the dulcimer 
community for almost 


30 years. 


“the music of the 


strings makes you glad.” 


Psalms 45:8 


After many requests, 


Russell now offers a model 


just like his! 


16-16c “Russell Cook Edition” 


Hammer Dulcimer 


~ 


© 16/16 fully chromatic 
¢ Approximately 12 lbs 
¢ Mahogany and Redwood back 
and soundboard (stained) 
® Exotic Wood endrails 
® Tapered and honeycombed internal endrails 
® Wound Strings on lower courses 
® Special Russell Cook Edition inlays 
* Options ~ many choices of exotic woods 
~ many choices of stain on soundboard 
~ levels of sustain 
~ laser engraved endrails 


Complete your instrument of a lifetime with 
* Dampers 
© Built in pickups 
* Russell Cook Edition case 


Also from Master Works and Wood ‘N Strings Music 
See why they were chosen: 


“National 


Cham PiOns 


Dulcimer Champions 
oo NSI22 


National Mountain 
Dulcimer Champions _ 
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tee 


TF & 
°15” each 
or get both for 


$9500 


Phone: 580-847-2273 irfotrie sa 
Pleas WwW, Wy, Ma asterwoarksa Kk. Cana pnews.com 


Editor’s Note: 
Russ Richter is a 
hammered dulcimer 
loving history buff who 
lives on a mountainside in 
Jeffersonville, VT. I came to 
know him through an HD list post 
he sent out to anyone interested in 
tracking his progress on restoring an 
instrument built around the turn 
of the last century. From our first 
conversations, it became obvious 
that Russ was willing to do what- 
ever it took to give this relic its voice 
back. For more on this story go to 
www.dpnews.com and download 
the podcast, “Restoration.” - Dan 


- 


Figure 2 
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Figure 3 


54 DARN ews 


he subject of this 
restoration is a 
14 course hammered 
dulcimer made by 
the Stroehlein com- 
pany in 1911 (fig.1). 
Russ found it for sale 
through www.craigs- 
list.com. The instrument was in no way 
playable and most of the glue joints had 
failed years ago. Russ relied heavily 
on advice from Nick Blanton and Paul 
Gifford as he patiently began 
disassembly. 


Over a period of several days, 


he pin blocks were glued and dow- 

eled to the back. Most of the dowels 
remained attached to the back when 
the two were separated. The top of the 
soundboard was flush with the top of 
the pin blocks and was supported at the 
edges by a brace (Fig. 6) against which 
the pin blocks also rested. 


Russ had to drill out and replace the 
pegs that joined the top and bottom 
rails to the pin blocks. (Figs. 6 and 7) 


: ioe Figures 8, 9 and 13 show the decals 


that are in relatively good shape 
despite bearing the weight of 


he used simple wedges to ease oa nearly a hundred years of dust. 
apart all that was left of the é a 
failing glue joints. The sum of om To preserved the decals, Russ 
the parts is shown in Figure 3. chose to carefully clean, rather 
vam & > than refinish the top. 
Figure 4 


While cleaning old glue from 
the back side of the soundboard he 


found the manufacturer’s signature (Fig. 


5). “I was shocked,’ he says. 


“Finding that signature 
was like discovering 
that it hada life... 


and I was the first guy 
to see this since the 
early 1900s-’ 


The inscription read: 


- Joseph Stroehlein 


1072 Myrtle Avenue 
B’klyn, NY 
May 5, 1911 


he early 1900's were apparently 

a high point in hammered dulci- 
mer popularity with at least two other 
commercial builders in Brooklyn. In 
addition to Stroehlein, The Renn com- 
pany and Stonitsch company were each 
started by Eastern European immigrants 
who came to the US in the late 1800's. It 
is easy to confuse a Stonitsch and Stroe- 
hlein instrument, as they both used 
the same sound hole decal (Fig. 8). No 
one knows whether they brought their 
building supplies with them when they 
immigrated, or whether they purchased 
parts from the same vendors. 


“I was surprised to learn the double coin 
decal (Fig. 9) on the lower left hand side 
of the soundboard was a bogus market- 
ing gimmick,’ Russ said. “It is actually 

a seal signifying a craftsman had won 

an award for great craftsmanship at the 
world’s fair. There is no evidence that 
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(918) 266-0353 
joyfulnoisemusic@juno.com 


www. arpdocte Or.cOm 


Custom Vintage Instruments 
. New Instruments 

N Oscar Shmidt from $285, 
a Chromaharps from $150 


Se Chromatic and Diatonic Setups, 


Diatonic Conversions, 


Repairs and Refurbishments 


' Everything Guaranteed! 
A Small, Family Owned Business © >< 


864 247 1153 or 843 462 4277 


FOURTH ANNUAL LtéGle Roek — = 
mag ff =. “The Best of the Old, the Best of the New” will be held in Henkel Hall on the 
pkANSAS DULCI pp Dulemmer © :: BE 


main campus of Shenandoah University in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, 


GeGausay The Center for Lifelong Learning at Shenandoah 


University presents a week-long event of mountain 
August 10-T1, 2007 dulcimer music, instruction and fun! 


SOCIETY 


Mountain Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer, Autoharp, Banjo, Guita 


Kathy Barton & Dave Para ¢ Maureen Sellers ¢ Weesa Boyd 
Linda Brockinton @ Neil Gaston © Scott Odena e David Peterson 
Charles Whitmer @ Cindy Wickiser 
Workshops for all levels: never-played-before through advanced! 
Mail, Telephone, E-mail, or go to arkansasduleimerscoiety.com 


Bob Bruce Jim Munns 
114 E. French Oaks Circle Pulaski Heights Baptist 
The Woodlands, Texas 77382 Church 
281-292-4594 2200 Kavanaugh Blvd. TENDOAR 
Bruce? 766@sbcglobal. net Little Rock, Arkansas 72205 


{7 I For More Information or Reservations: 
IN \ 540-665-5442 or email jmille3@su.edu 


Nigae ine shes Itch TNR Visit Our Web Site - www.su.edu/cont-ed 
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the builder ever won 
such an award and the 
decals were apparently 
available for purchase. 
They served as sort of a 
Good Housekeeping seal 
of approval. 


Russ discovered another 
piece of evidence that 
points to the European 
ancestry of this instru- 
ment. In Figure 10, he 
holds what looks like 

a hitch pin from a modern hammered dulcimer. On the 
Stroehlein, these served as individual side rails (see also 
Fig. 4). Quite a few of these were missing, so he went 

to a local machine shop for replacement steel. There he 
learned the guages were metric, which would have been 
unusual if the parts had come from the United States. 
The one he is holding is the original, and the two in the 
vice are the ones he’s rounding off the ends to make the 
replacements. 


Fe: 11 is the beginning of the rebuild. The sound- 
board back was supported with a series of glued on 
ribs. Russ discovered they were not at 90 degree angles 
and appeared to have been placed with little attention to 
precision. Without knowing whether correcting the inpre- 
cision would cause problems on reassembly, and because 
he wanted the instrument to be as close to the original as 
possible, he carefully used the old glue lines to restore the 
old bracing back in its original non-parallel position. 


The vertical brace was notched so that all the bracing lay 
flat on the back of the instrument. 


It was apparent that there hadn’t been a lot of attention 

to perfection within the original construction. Russ says, 
“there was so much glue on the inside, it gave me the feel- 
ing they were thinking, Build them and sell them as quickly 
as possible” He said he was pleasantly surprised that they'd 
taken time to taper the bridge from bottom to top. 


The zither pins (Fig. 12) are large, like piano tuning pins. 
Russ was able to find tuning wrenches and Schaff piano 
wire on Ebay. “I had people suggest I polish the zither 
pins, but I opted to keep them rustic. I found it was 
very important to guide the strings downward as they 
wrapped around the pins, so they hold pressure on the 
steel rods which serve as side rails” 


The moulding that hides where the soundboard meets the 
pin block appears to be a stock moulding, readily avail- 


able at the time and used on furniture (Fig. 13). 


“I was generous with the glue, just like the original build- 
ers, and was a little apprehensive when it came to fitting 
it all back together. I ended up spending more on clamps 
than I did on the instrument. It all seemd to go together 
without a lot of force, but didn’t seem like it was going 

to line up properly. Then, all of a sudden, everything just 
popped into place” 


Russ used a micrometer and determined that the guages 
of the old wires were 14 and 10. He took Nick Blanton’s 
advice and used lighter guages of 13 and 8 for restringing. 
“I used a wiring diagram I made from the original (Fig. 
16). The wiring was funky and I was aided by a tuning 
chart from that period supplied by Paul Gifford. Paul’s 
tuning chart was ,jhowever, not in very good shape, and 
illegible in the upper courses.” 


As of press time for DPN, all the strings are back on and 
Russ is slowly, over a matter of days rather than hours, pull- 
ing it up to pitch. He says it is holding pitch and all the glue 
joints appear to be stable. When it is completely tuned, Russ 
plans to record it and DPN will share this unique instru- 
ment’s voice with a downloadable file at www.dpnews. 
com. for all who care to listen. 


Doug Felt 


A Little 
of This 
G 
A Little 
of That 


His Debut CD 
with Sixteen 
tunes 
featuring 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 
and 
Tin Whistle. 
With favorites 
such as 
“Maggie” 
“Wild Mountain 


“Cajun Waltz” 


CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping 
A Little of This & That tab book, $12.50 plus $2.00 S&H 
Thistledew Acres ¢ P.O. Box 134 * Marengo, OH, 43334 


www.dulcimerbaglady.com 
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Everything Better [DULCIMER os 


Together! PLAGIST 
by Angie Landrum 
ulcimer Players News and you'll be taken to a list view which formation is missing. Once it has 
EverythingDulcimer.com is sortable by date, name, city or been posted, you will be able to 
have unveiled a user-friendly state. You'll also find links tocre- | make changes immediately using 
system for posting and retrieving ating new entries, or modifying your username and password. 
event and festival information. current ones. 
If you're a festival organizer, but 
Here’s how it works. When creating anew entry, you'll don’t have access to the internet, 
first be asked to choose a user- all is not lost! You can still call or 
Go to: name and password. Then, sim- write with your event information 
www.everythingdulcimer.com ply fill out the form (Fig.1), click and we'll enter it for you. 
submit, and your information 
At the top of the page you'll find will be automatically emailed to Use the sample form in Figure 1 
separate Festival and Event tabs. Dulcimer Players News for verifi- as a guide, then send your event 
Events are things like concerts, jams, cation. This step assures that DPN _ or festival information to: 
and mini-workshops. The Festival has accurate information for the 
tab is for dulcimer festivals only. magazine listing and gives us a Dulcimer Players News 


chance to guard against spam. We __ P.O. Box 278 
Click the tab of your choice and will also notify you if any vitalin- Signal Mountain, TN 37377 
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Basement Music 
Neal and Coleen Walters 


| = 
“The Basement Music studio ‘package’ includes old Tim e 
source material galore in the basement. One flight 7 


up was my sunny bedroom and the cozy kitchen or 
where Coleen cooked us really tasty and healthy ; 


meals, A half mile walk down the road, I discovered eS ~ - . 
an orchard with wonderfully old and knarly pear N eal & Coleen 


trees. I’m not sure I’Il be able to record anywhere oa Walt ers 
else again.” June Maugery, 2005 Joh n&He idi 


Cerrigione 
A Complete Recording Studio 
Specializing in Acoustic Music 
High Quality Studio Recording and Engineering 


in a Rural and Relaxed Environment w/ Beds and Meals 
Included 


Graphic Design « WEB Page Design 
CDs from Your Old LPs or Cassettes 


Acoustic Music for All Occasions The Doof's fourth release is a collection of old time songs and tunes in a 


Gospel vein featuring mountain and hammered dulcimer, autoharp, guitar, 


Dulcimer + Autoharp i Banjo 2 HESS banjo, and lots of singing. Available in CD only ($15) plus $1.50 shipping. 


Private and Group Lessons 
Doofus Music 
12228 Hollowell Church Rd, Greencastle, PA 17225 ew 56 Egypt Road, Ellington, CT 06029 
neal@doofusmusic.com « coleen@doofusmusic.com W doofus@doofusmusic.com 
717-593-0962 « http://basementmusicstudio.com hiten//doofusmusic.com 
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Enter a New Festival 


* » Raqud mtormatios 


Festival Information 


Backyard Music 


Festival Neme[ 
Uncrip tee 
caer [Tove fT a] vere [OTE Dulcimers 
meting ete e 
— or Banjos 
oe Folk Harps 
wa Abas Sturdy instruments for travel, schools, 
" = and beginning players of all ages. 
Precut kits for novice builders. 
~ Books for beginners and their teachers. 
30 day money-back guarantee. Over 
Other Info (Cannping. 20,000 dulcimers sold since 1980. 
Point of Contact info (This MUST be someone « ival capable of providing additional information!) E - ; ; One 12+ 
Simplicity Dulcimer Kit $50 $34 
POC Nae Basic Banjo Kit $75 $48 
roc aan Folk Harp Kit $130 $99 
rome | 


For more prices and details, visit us at 
BackyardMusic.com 
Backyard Music PO Box 9047 


New Haven, CT 03652-0047 or call 


Swarms Fesorval 


203-281-4515 from 7 AM to 10 PM. 


Figure 1 


ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 
STORE 
Ask for your 


FREE CATALOG 
or visit us ONLINE! 


1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


Toll-Free (USA only) 
888-473-5810 


or 517-372-7890 
www.elderly.com 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 
1079 Tinker Lane 


BL Hammers Proctorville, OH 45669 
puto 740/886-2284 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 742” or 8%” long 


with Rosewood trim handles 
We Specialize in Custom SizesDealer Inquiries Invited * 
BKiog@aol.com 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
A Large Selection of Quality 
Folk Instruments-Great Prices 
See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! 


Dennis DenHartog Folk Notes Dulcimers 
Ph#: 260/484-9078 2329 Curdes Avenue 
www.folknotes.com Fort Wayne, IN 46805 
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Everything 


DATE 


5/4-5/5 


5/4-5/6 


5/4-5/6 


5/4-5/6 


5/5 


in 
= 
Nn 


5/5-5/6 


5/18 


5/18-5/19 


5/19 


5/25 


5/25-5/27 


6/9-6/10 


6/11-6/12 


6/23-6/29 
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JULCIMER, 


PLAYE 


FESTIVAL 


inston-Salem Dulcimer Festival 


Central Ohio Folk Festival 
Columbus, 0H 


Annual Spring Dulcimer Festival 


3rd Annual Dulcisisters Spring Social 


Southern Appalachian Dulcimer 


Festival 


imer Day in Du 


ual Olde Tyme Music Festival 


Jubilee of Acoustic Music 


Blue River Folk Music Festival 


College with Simple Gifts 


cimore Festi 


owbanks Dulcimer Festival 


PattyFest 2007 
Old-Time Music Festival 


d Woods Dulcimer Festival 


sic at Weatherbury Farm 


The 26th Northeast Dulcimer Symposium 


Qu 
RSN’ 


EVENT LOCATION 


ge Park Baptist Church 


e-Darby Creek Metro Park 


idge Center for Adult Education 


ers Friend Resort 


ehill Ironworks Historical State Park 


First United 
Church, NC 


ethodist“Coppertop” 


dersonvi 


Coshocton Lake Park Pavilion 
OH 


Longview Comm. College 
Lee’s Summit, MO 


own and Country Christian Church 
IN 


uniata College 
Huntingdon, PA 


BSA Camp Mckinley 


5 State Park Morris 


Blue Mountai 


NY 


ELECTRONIC 


www.meadows-music.co 
S.htm 


www.cfms-inc.org/centra 
folk_festival.htm 


www,jonweinberg.com/d 


www.musicmountaindulcimers.com 
mustioncompany@aol.com 


raangus@bel 


www.dulcimersinduluth.com 
wendyupnorth@yahoo.com 


www.historichendersonville.com 


www.roscoevillage.com 
rvfestivals@roscoevillage.com 


jam@kcnet.co 


http://www.blueriverfolkfest.com 


www.simplegiftsmusic.com/folkcol- 
lege/ 


dulcimore.org 
bill@dulcimore.org 


yellowbanks@bellsouth.net 


Www.pattyfest.org 
pattyfest@frontiernet.net 


www.folkmusic.weatherburyfarm.com 
info@weatherburyfarm.com 


www.nedulcimer.org 
NDS_Director@nedulcimer.org 


CONTACT ADDRESS 


379 High Cliff Lane, Cana VA 24317 
js@jeffsebens.com 


PO Box 9113, Cambridge, MA 
02238-9113 


118 
65616 


yrtle Lane, Branson, MO, 


2069 Lakeview Lane, Birmingham 
AL 35244 


4005 Mcculloch St. 
Duluth, MN 55804 


200 Sweet Lane, Hendersonville, NC 
28792 


381 Hill Street 
Coshocton, OH 43812 


1104 N. Prairie Lane 
Raymore, MO 64083 


500 Saraina Road, Box 140 
Shelbyville, IN 46176 


984 Homewood Avenue 
Salem, OH 44460 


4113 Mason Wood Lane 
Owensboro, KY 42303 


PO Box 80 
Morris, IL 60450-0801 


1061 Sugar Run Road 
Avella, PA 15312 


PO Box 358 
Annapolis 


unction, MA 20701-0358 


CONTACT 


Jeff Sebens 
276-755-3808 


ncy Cline Bailey 
4-267-4128 


7-547-6789 


indy Mustion 


Angus 
205-987-7976 


Wendy Grethen 
218-525-5098 


Jan Hranek 
828-692-8588 


Gay Crilow or Dixie Wyler 
800-877-1830 


ichael Connelly 816-331- 
5728 


Renee Moore 
317-392-3608 


Huntingdon Co. Arts Council 
814/643-6220 


elma 
270-684-1631 


304-864-0105 


Marcy Tudor 724-587-3763 


DATE FESTIVAL EVENT LOCATION ELECTRONIC CONTACT ADDRESS CONTACT 


6/24-6/29 | Western Carolina University Mountain Western Carolina University edoutreach.wcu.edu/dulcimer 138 Outreach Center, Cullowhee, NC Bobby Hensley 
Dulcimer Week 28723 828-227-7397 


6/24-6/29 | Kentucky Music Week y www.kentuckymusicweek.com PO. Box 86, Bardstown, KY 40004 ancy Barker 
502-348-5237 


6/27-7/1 | 3rd Annual HCAMP i versity www.hcamp.org 4000 Riverside Drive Bob Miller 
Kerrville, TX 78028 830-896-5711 


7/1-7/6 | Common Ground on the Hill Traditions i www.com ndonthehill.org 2 College Hill 410-857-2771 
7/8-7/13 | Weeks Westminster, MD 21157 
7/8-7/14 | The Swannanoa Gathering n Wilson College www.swangathering.com PO Box 9000 828-298-3434 
e, NC thering@warren-wilson.edu Asheville, NC 28815-9000 
7/19-7/22 | ODPC Funfest dulcimers.co! Sharon Skaryd 
: @dulcimers.com 


7/22-1/27 } Heritage Dulcimer Camp a heritagedulcimercamp.org 405 Court Sharon Lindenmeyer 785- 
ndmyr@carrollsweb.com Ellsworth, KS 67439 472-4285 


7/22-7/27 | \rish Week a Heritage Center Www.augustaheritage.com 100 Campus Drive 800/624-3157 
vis & Elkins College WV Elkins, WV 26241 


7/22-1/28 ion Week nC. Campbell Folk School www.folkschool.org One Folk School Road 1-800-FOLK-SCH 
Brasstown, NC 28902 


7/27-7/29 erry Dulcimer and Autoharp itarian Univeralist Church www.cranberrydulcimer.com 1259 Fowler Place Ed Ware 
ering i NY e.ware@ieee.0rg inghamton, NY 13903 607-669-4653 


7/29-8/3 imer Week in the Shenandoah Valley |, Shenandoah University www.su.edu/co 540-665-5442 
jmille3@su.edu 


Little Rock Dulcimer Getaway i Heights Baptist Ch kansasdulcimersociety.com 114 E. French Oaks Cir. Bob Bruce 
The Woodlands, TX 77382 281-292-4594 


Pp 
co 
= 


Heart of the A ies Folk Music niversity of Pittsburgh at Bradford afest.org PO Box 477 Lucinda Durkee 716-676- 
Festival Westfeld, NY 14787 2260 


Gateway Dulci ic Festival i L www.gatewaydulcimer.org 618-651-8271 
8/23-8/26 } Midland Dulcimer Festi i “ounds, MI www.folkmusicsociety.org/festival. html Sharon Skaryd 


8/24-8/25 ixi ixie Carter Performing Arts Center | www.dixiepac.net 191 Court Square Larry & Elaine Conger 731- 
congermusic@aol.com Huntingdon, TN 38344 986-2100 


x 
co 
= 


Icimer Fest i louse Hotel www.dulcimerfest.org Joanie Blanton 
Ferry, WV updf@earthlink.net 304-263-2531 


Dulcimer Day ilgrim Congregational Church strumnalong@yahoo.com Cynthia Crosson-Harrington 
inster, MA 978-724-3472 


d Annual Red Hill Mini-Fest mner United Methodist Church rhdulcimers@yahoo.com 508 20th Street Jerry Pacholski 
mner, IL jerrypacholski@verizon.net Lawrenceville, IL 62439 618-943-5610 
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quintin stephens 


“Three great albums 
from a master 
songwriter and 

mountain dulcimer 
player.” 


"He uses the dulcimer to paint 
scenes and pictures in our 
minds. His playing is dynamic, 
rhythmic, high-energy, 
and masterful." -- Tull Glazener 


"Quintin has his own expressive 
voice in mountain dulcimer playing. 
[He] is able to produce a great 
variety of sounds and moods 
because of his many different 
playing techniques." 

-- Lois Hombostel 


Order Online at: 
www.QuintinStephens.com 
Or, send $15 ea. + $3 s/h to: 
Quintin Stephens 


2207 Mernill Hills Circle 
Katy, TX 77450 


Under the 
Porch Light 


www. madelinemacneil.com 


STIHPANNUAN 
HEARTEO Rane 
ANEDEGHIENI ES: 
FORKEMUSHG 
PROUT 


UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH AT BRADFORD, PA 
AUGUST 10 - l2, 2007 


A FUN FILLED WEEKEND FESTIVAL WITH WORKSHOPS, CONCERTS, 
JAMMING, DANCING, OPEN STAGE AND MORE! 


REASONABLY PRICED 


Featuring Randy Miller (author of the Fiddlers Throne) Tom 
Hodgson, Eric Anderson, Clark Parry and Lucinda Durkee, 
Mitzie Collins, Jim Kimball, Curt Osgood and Rosie’s 
Ready Mix, The Doerfel Family Bluegrass Band, Howard 
Blumenthal and Kira Leck, Jim Holler and more! 


KIDS UNDER 12 FREE WITH ADULT 
Visit www.hotafest for continuous updates. 
Contact Lucinda Durkee at 716-676-220 for more 
details and to register. 


PATTYFEST 2007 


OLD-TIME MUSIC FESTIVAL 
SIXTH YEAR 


Bs In Honor of Patty Looman 
@ Books < Mentor, Teacher, Song-catcher, Friend 


® Recordings 4 a 
8 Music, he; tne Workshops Open Stage Jammin’ aA -cr, atte d 


m Perf tn J , Square Dance Food Vendors Invited 2 tix 
vjormance dates...anad more! e P . 
ei ae xii Dulcimer ornament 


Tune books, CDs, & more... 


VISA 


New Mountain Dulcimer Book 


Tunes for Two or More bh 


2 copies for $15 plus $2 for shipping 


15 common and not-so-common tunes for 
intermediate and advanced players 
by Beth Lassi and Nina Zanetti 


Contact information: 
Beth Lassi 
308 Torquay Blvd. 
Albany, NY 12203 
Email: DLassi@nycap.rr.com 
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d 
Saturday, June 9, 2007 
Morgantown, WV 
304-864-0105 pattyfest@frontiernet.net 
www.PattyFest.org 


PVC Musical Instruments 


And How To Make Them 

Harp, Violin, Cello, Slide Guitar, & 
12 more. 120 pages of step-by-step 
plans and instructions. 


Full Size Templates & Readily @5¥8/| 


Available Parts 
+ Fun and easy to build and play 
+ Low Cost—Great Sound 
+ Most built in under 2 hours. 
+ Includes a FREE CD of band 
tunes, solos & tunings 
John Kovac—Harpmaker 
148 E. High Spruce Road, Front Royal, VA, 22630 
(540) 635-2534 
www.johnkovac.com 
VISA and Master Card accepted 
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$25.95 +$5.00S8H  * 


www. LalismanMusic.com 


New Traditions 
Dulcimer 
Company 


Building fine, hand crafted 
dulcimers since 1982 


Yreka, California 
530-340-0194 


www.newtraditionsdulcimers.com 


Absolute Beginner to Advanced: DAD 
tuning. Davis’ Dulcimer Delights Bk 1 
plus CD, $20 S/H $3. For complete listing 
of books available contact Norma Davis, 
205 Engle Road, Loudon TN 3774. 


American Lutherie, the world’s fore- 
most magazine of string instrument 
making and repair information published 
by the Guild of American Luthiers. See 
our web page for photo previews of back 
issues and images of our many instru- 
ment plans: www.luth.org. Or contact 
GAL, 8222 S Park Avenue, Tacoma, WA 
98408, 253-472-7853. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the international 
magazine dedicated to the autoharp 
enthusiast. Sub scriptions: US-$24, 
Canada-$26, Europe-$28, Asia/South Pa- 
cific-$30. US currency, please. Stonehill 
Productions, PO Box 336, New Man- 
chester, WV 26056-0336. ahquarterly@ 
home.com, www.fmp.com/aq 


Banjo-Mer Website: www.banjomer. 
com. See the many Banjo-Mers and the 
new items! 


Books by Carrie Crompton: Expressive 
Hammered Dulcimer, an instructional 
method ($25). Hammered Dulcimer 
Solos Volume 1 with CD ($22 ) and Vol- 
ume 2 with CD ($25). Carrie Crompton, 
11 Center Street, Andover, CT 06232. 
barolk@sbcglobal.net or www.carriec- 
rompton.com 


Dulcimer Players News Recent back 
issues $6 each. Dulcimer Players News, 
P.O. Box 278, Signal Mountain, TN 
37377. 423-886-3966. E-mail: dpn@ 
dpnews.com. Visa, Mastercard, Ameri- 
can Express. www.dpnews.com. 

Folk Notes Dulcimers, quality instru- 
ments and affordable prices! We select 
dulcimers with the best sound and qual- 
ity for the price. Home of the Folk Notes 
BanjMo, the banjo dulcimer with an old 
time banjo sound. We carry mountain 
dulcimers by Black Rose, Butch Sides, 
Folkcraft, Folkroots, McSpadden, Note- 
worthy Woodworking, and TK O’Brien. 
We also have Rick Thum, Songbird, and 
TK O’Brien hammered dulcimers and 
Noteworthy Folk Harps. Accessories and 
books for dulcimer, harp, autoharp, tin- 
whistle, & other folk instruments. Mon- 


Friday, some Saturdays. Fort Wayne, IN. 
Call 877-273-4999 for information or 
appointments. www.folknotes.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Book & CD, 
DVD. For beginning to intermediate 
hammered dulcimer players. Twenty- 
five tunes and arrangements. Also, book 
w/CD, DVD for mountain dulcimer. Mel 
Bay Publications by Madeline MacNeil. 
Book & CD: $20.00; DVD, $15. Ship ping: 
$3.00 first item, $.50 for each add. item. P.O. 
Box 515, Berryville, VA 22611. 540-955- 
3595. Visa, Mastercard, American Express. 
Order online: madelinemacneil.com. 


Kitchen Musician Books: Tune collec- 
tions for hammered dulcimer and folk 
instruments. A source of common and 
uncommon tunes (some 550 in all), ina 
basic setting with guitar chords; infor- 
mation on the tunes of historical/musi- 
cal interest. Includes Waltzes, Carolan, 
Irish, Scottish, Colonial, Jigs, Old-Timey 
Fiddle, 18 tune collections, two dulcimer 
tutors, two Scottish fiddle collections. 
For catalog or information: Sara John- 
son, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, Cin cinnati 
OH 45215, 513-761-7585. New e-mail: 
kitchiegal@mac.com or check http:// 
www.kitchen musician.net/ for informa- 
tion on books and recordings, dulcimers, 
musical and historical links, download- 
able music, etc. 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer would like 
to take this opportunity to invite you to 
visit our web site modernmountaindul- 
cimer.com to learn more about our high 
performance mountain dulcimers, or call 
870-251-3665 to make an order, ask a 
question, or make arrangements to visit 
the place where they are created, Bates- 
ville, AR. Stay in tune! 


Leo Kretzner — songs & tunes, festi- 
vals & workshops: leoleol @verizon.net 
www.leokretzner.com 


Rizzetta Piano Dulcimer for sale. 
Gorgeous work of art. Like-new, with 
dampers, pedal, Tri-stander leg mounts, 
hammers. Beautiful, even sound. Well- 
balanced sustain. Mahogany and bub- 
inga. Not getting the playing it deserves. 
Photos by request. Originally $1800, 
sacrificing for $1200. David Neiman 617- 
938-8325, dave@dulcimusic.com. 
Rizzetta Piano Dulcimer for sale. 


Model 3.7, made by Rizzetta Music in 
2001. Mahogany sounding board, damp- 
ers, tristander legs, case, extra hammers, 
music holder, Madeline MacNeil’s “Play- 
ing the Piano Dulcimer”. Photos by re- 
quest. Originally $3100, now $2000 obo. 
Bill Hughes-MclIntyre, 804-227-3439 or 
Hughesm@infionline.net. 


Since 1950, Sing Out! The Folk Song 
Magazine has covered the world of 
traditional and contemporary folk music. 
Each quarterly 200-page issue includes 
articles, news, reviews, festival list- 
ings, and instrumental “Teach-Ins” plus 
lead sheets for twenty songs. Subscrib- 
ing Membership starts at $25/yr. Basic 
Membership (includes CD each quarter 
with all the songs in each issue) starts 
at $50/yr. Info: Sing Out!, Box 5253- 

D, Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253, info@ 
singout.org, www 

.Singout.org. 


Are you a hammered or mountain dulci- 
mer builder, teacher, festival or workshop 
organizer? Dulcimer Players News would 
like to send you recent back issues to give 
to your customers, students, event par- 
ticipants at no cost to you. Contact DPN 
at 423-886-3966, dpn@dpnews.com. 


Put your item in Dulcimer Players 
News. Classified ads cost just 45 cents 
per word. All advertising is subject to 
approval. Send your ad to: 


angie@dpnews.com. 


We'll email your invoice along with the 
approved text. 


JUNE APPLE 
DULCIMERS 


Handcrafted Celtic Designs & Traditional Styles 


Hammered Dulcimers 
and 
Mountain Dulcimers 


Carl, Kathleen, and Sarah Gotzmer 


1285 Old Landing Rd (301)283 6937 
Accokeek, MD 20607 juneapple@erols.com 
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A.J. Bashore II 


Appalachian Dulcimers 


Backyard Music 
BB Hammers 
Beth Lassi 


Blue Lion Musical Instruments 
Carey Dubbert 

Chattanooga Dulcimer Festival 
Cliff's Custom Crafts 

Colorado Case Company 


Common Ground on the Hill 


Coog Instruments 

Cranberry Dulcimer Gathering 
David Moran & Joe Morgan 
David's Dulcimers 

Doofus Music 
Doug Fel 


Dulcimer Shoppe Inc. 


Dulcimeri uSIC 
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Dusty String 
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Elderly Instruments 
Folk Notes 
Gateway Dulcimer Music Festival 
Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival 


Glee Circus Music 
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Heart of the Allegheny’s Folk Music Fest 
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HAMMERED DULCIMER 


SCAUTOHARP 


Shelley Stevens 


Shenandoah University 
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Hand-carved, unique instruments 
crafted by Ron “Coog" Cook 


American 
Mountain Dulcimers 
Mountain Banjos 
Aeolian Harps 


(vs) 


13, 17, 21, 62 


147 Sacramento Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 


www.cooginstruments.com | eee 
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"92 Winfield Champion « ‘99 Mountain Laurel Champion 
Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 
Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


*. “A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
- Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 


$17 postage paid to: 
Carey Dubbert 
18000 Coleman Valley Road 
Occidental, CA 95465 


Play list at www.monitor.net/~dca/carey 


European 

Epinettes des Vosges 
Bowed Psalteries 
Early Instruments 


(831) 425-4933 
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KENTUCKY Music WEEK 
, JUNE 24-29 


Featuring 90 class choices withthe finest instructors anywhere! 
Classes.are available for all levels (with instruments you can rent) 


Stephen Seifert - Tull Glazener - Gary Gallier -Susan Trump - | 
Janita Baker - Lorraine Lee Hammond - Lloyd Wright : 
Molly McCormack : Bing Futch - Butch Ross 
and more!!! 


= HAMMER DULCIMER 

: David Moran» Dana Hamilton - Linda Lowe Thompson - 
Ken Kolodner: Rick Thum - Guy George - Jim Miller 

= and more!!! 


GUITAR - Joe Morgan, Spencer Funk BANJO - Lloyd Wright, 
Lorraine Hammond STEEL DRUM - Guy George & Jim Miller 
TIN WHISTLE - Guy George AUTOHARP - Les Gustafson-Zook 
CELTIC HARP - Donna Missigman PERFORMANCE SKILLS & 

VOCAL CLASSES - Pam Temple 
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A full program of music and crafts for children and so very much more!!! 
Visit our web site: www.kentuckymusicweek.com for complete 
information and registration! 


ulcimer Week at the Swannanoa Gathering offers students the opportunity to learn the hammered 
or mountain dulcimer (or both!) in a relaxed and intimate setting of small classes and supportive staff, 
with some of the country’s finest teachers and players. The workshop also runs concurrently with our 
vocal program, Sing & Swing Week, which offers a children’s program and classes in singing, dance and 
instrumental instruction. Dulcimer Week students are free to take classes in either program. No other 
dulcimer workshop can offer all this: 


eHighest-quality instruction ¢Special Guest Enrichment artists 

Small classes in a relaxed atmosphere eEvening dances, song circles, concerts & jams 
Personal attention ¢Air-conditioned dorm available 

Take classes in both types of dulcimer The best eafeteria of any camp 

Take classes in Sing & Swing program Children’s Program’available 


Dulcimer Week 


‘ 9 S uly $-] 4 


with 


loci Marshall, Steve Seifert, Neal Hellman, 
Ken Kolodner, Lais Hornbostel, Wayne Seymour, 
Billyoxler, Guy Geaer Rob Brereton & Joe Holbert 


July 8-14, Sing & Swing Week eJuly 8-14, Dulcimer Week ¢ July 15-21, Celtic Week 
July 22-28, Old-Time Music & Dance Week ¢ July 29-August 4, Contemporary Folk Week 
July 29-August 4, Guitar Week ¢ August 5-11, Fiddle Week 


Call or write for a FREE catalog: The Swannanoa Gathering, 
Warren Wilson College, PO-Box 9000 Asheville, NC 28815-9000 
Tel/Fax: (828) 298-3434 ¢ Email: gathering@warren-wilson.edu ¢ Website: www.swangathering.com 


- es = 


